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2 The or of Religion to the 


of the bel. In the ate AL contains : 
the ſubje& of this diſcourſe, their ſituation | 
while they were/idolters, is thus Jeſetibed 


by the apoſtle ; At that time, i.e. when ye 


were gentiles in the Held, Je were without 
Cbri A, aliens from the commonwealth * 
Tail, and rangers from the covenants of 
promiſe, having no hope, and withows God 
in the world. Each of theſe particulars 
tended to excite in them a becoming ſenſe 


of the miſerable condition from which they 
bad eſcaped, and of their great obligations 


to the providence of God, who had brought 


them out of it. The laſt particular, com- 
prehends in it all the evil and unhappy 


conſequences which are fignified by the pre- 
ceding parts of the defeription, They i were 


without God i in the world. 


In the following di ſcourſe it is pet N 
bo " It, To explain the character and fitua- 
tion of the perſons here marked by the 


apoſtle, as without God i in the tort. 1 
advice 12 | I | 1. , 
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— To-repieſoht the unhappy cone 


without ' E in Gr 9 7 * 
e Dp is, they were — 
in the world, which, in the ſtrict « 7 ming 
of it, ſignifies, that” they denied" the e- 
iſtence and providence of * God. That 
ſome of the Epheſians, to whom the 
apoſtle- writes, had deen in this Rate of 
mind, before they were enlightened! by the 
goſpel, is not improbable; and to this 
unhappy ſtate of mind they might have - 
been ſeduced, by the ſenſeleſs ſuperſtitions 
which prevailed and were highly eſteemed 
by the Epheſians. ' Having no better mean 
of information about the nature and wor- 
ſhip of the Deity, t 
of their fellow-citizens and countrymen 1 
and perceiving, at the fame time, the ab- 
PO this belief, they might, witdotrt 
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falſe Gods, according to the . theolog: 
which, at that time, obtained through the 


r by 


men, they were *. or without God, 


any farther attention to the matter, haye * 
rejected every ſyſtem. of religious belief, 
and in the ſtrict ſenſe of the ar L 
become atheifts in the world. - 1 
Nevertheleſs, the far greater part of the | 
citizens of Epheſus were not, in this 
ſenſe, atbeiſit, ar without God. It ſuffici- 
ently appears, from the records of hiſtory; 
that they were idolaters, or worſhipers of 


Roman empire. Moſt probably, therefore. 
the ſenſe of the apoſtle is, that the Ephe- 


ſians, before they were enlightened by the 
| goſpel, were without the knowledge of the 


true. God; had no juſt. conception of his 


nature and perfections; of the worſhip ; 
and obedience which he required, or of 
the way by which. they were to obtain his 


favour: that, with reſpect to all the valuable 
purpoſes for which the knowledge and be- 


lief of his exiſtence is of conſequence to 
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denied you Exif _ by Lune ee l 
From the above account of the ſtate of 
the Rpheſuns; it naturally follows, that 
every man, Whether be be an idolter 1 | a 
believer in the exiſter 
God, is in the ſame ſtate of ai 28 to o all its 
conſequences on the virtue and happineſs 
of his life, if he lives in the neglect of that 
religious attention and regard which is 
due to the divine character and provi 
dence. Although by the influence of edu- 
cation, or of ſome other accident,” he may 
| believe, and acknowledge the exiſtence of 
the one true God, and entertain a juſt 
idea of his character; yet if he gives not 
his attention to this intereſting idea and 
belief; if he does not cultivate within 
himſelf thoſe devout affections towards 


in the heart of man; if he draws not 
nom. it a . ſenſe of the import 
Fe 4 ance 
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him, which it ought, in reaſon, to awaken 
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deemed a matter of importance, in the 
ſame ſtate of W n, he et ther 
was no God. e tt 2 43 
. That 3 of prin ail Ged., with- 


2 which the Epheſians; had, lived whily 


goſpel, is in its nature fitted, and ought, 

in juſtice, to produce the moſt, impor- 
tane influence upon. * ect reo, It 
thoſe acts of reverence, gratitude, con- 
fidence, and reſignation, of which, the 
perſections of his nature, and the; admi- 


niſtration of his providence, ' are the na- 


_ tural and proper objects. It ought, from 
thence, to lead him to entertain a: re- 
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nn to regulate his life be is, wn 
reſpect to all the — on 
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rity, and mer. 


as being en wag nen of Anh Da | 
ral Kingdom, ſtamped, with. his authority 
It ought, in fine, to fill him with the high- 


eſt pleaſure, and delight, when, he reflectss 


that . this, vaſt univerſe and. all its impor» 
tant intereſts are in the hand of God, and 
under the direction hath his. ids ally 
loving providence. .. 

Now, in this view, eve ry i | 
man is without Cad. He may have a juſt idea 
of the nature and providence. of God; but 
cleſs and inſipid 
thing, v6 of all impreſſion ar effect upon 
his character. He is not the wiſer, or che 
better, . or the happier man, for hat hr 
knows of God. The diſpoſitions of his, 
heart, and the meaſures of his life, hjs pro- 
jects and purſuits, his hopes and feqrs,: 


every thing, in ſhort, that enters into the 


idea of a human character, is unconnected. 
with what he Knows or believes concerning, 3 
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Iles,” "Thus be is in the Hinte 2 
mind as if he ERIE the ate of 
Deity, or thought | there was no God. * 204 


Before we proceed to repreſent the hurt- mY 
ate of mind, it 


ful conſequences of this 
may be proper to obſerve, chat it is in itſelf, 
a criminal and i immor: Rate of mind; an 
fuch as every man, on calm reflection, muſt 
condemn. The virtue and propriety of 
human conduct, principally lies in its be- 
Ing ſuited to the relations in which we 


d con * in Wer 
ence, and ſubmiſ- 
- e © of a friend, | 
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other ties and duties of a i > Hh 
might be explained. | Now! let 10 man 
8 conſider with bimſelf, if the fame 
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| of ; impiety to God; but only that he lives 


In many inſtances, tha. mere on 3 n 
Wunde and the, —— — N 


is nat only poſitiye expt uſtice, 
., or indumanity, that we cons, 


* 
17 In-che ſtate of ated n dekeribedy. 

is not ſuppoſed, that a man is chargeable 
with any poſiti ve or deliberate expreſſions 


„ 3 
« 


in the neglect of that attention and, regard 
which is due to him. from his reaſonable 
creatures, and which the knowledge of his ; 


being and perfections ought, in reaſon, .2q 


awaken in their minds. It may be pro- 
per, therefore, more particularly ta ob⸗ 
ſerve,. che immoralty and gil which is 
contained in this o n and negiathy;: 


8 W 5 Gem from their diſpoſition 15 
and behaviour, in the more intereſting 
eqnnexions of human life. In theſey/ it 


1s of i 


demn 
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hots: didn des ce of — 
though he ſhould commit no act of inhu- 
manity or injuſtice to his child, yet feels 
no ſatisfaction in the happineſs and virtue 
of his child, no ſorrom nt the ſight of he 
diftreſs s the child, who, though he ſhould 
1 nn imreverenc e or difobes 
of all filial 3 and regard; the friend; 
neſs and honour of his friend 5 theſe, every 
man, who has men of _— 
calm attention to | che ſubſeck, it will un 
doubtedly be found, that a voluntary in- 
attention to the Creator of the world; aud | 
£24 and 
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of man, 1is-aicrimigal and batefal immo 
rality, that muſt be marked with infamy; 
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. this. head of che diſcourſe; it may 
a 8 like wiſe to obſerve; that the no- 
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the fineſt of all 
in the heart of man, are 
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beautiful idea that can be admitted into che 
human underſtanding. The devout affect? 
tions of eſteem, admiration, and compla- 


cency, which this idea naturally excit 


are undoubtedly” the moſt excellent and 
amiable affections in the human heart; 
every way ſuited to the object Which 
occaſions them, and, in the higheſt degree, , 
improving and deli rtful to 
whom they are conceived 
and theſe affections give the higheſt p 

elevation to the mind of man, and raiſe 
the beſt faculties, with which his nature is 


endowed, to their nobleſt exerciſe.” If, for 


CY 


inſtance, the human und ding is « r 
ployed in a worthy manner, when exerted 
in the ſearch of what is great, beautiful, 'of 
uſeful,” in the produQtio of 

dom, and in tracing out 


n 
curious 


aſcfu] purpoles- for nick der wee e 


trived; is it not, in a till worthier em- 
ployment, when it is exerted in the ſearch 


and contemplation of the works of God, 


and 
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Ik che heart of cn is affected in — 


thy and becoming manner, when it feels 
the admiratian. or delight which the con- 
templstion of the works of human wiſdom 
gives; s it not affected in a ſtill, more: bes 
coming manner, when. it feels, and eulti- 

vates. the admiration. and delight which 


10 all, other, fab. a 
diſcerns and feels rr of 


3, whereas, to ale of exe 
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not 4 ſenſe of what'is great or beautiful; in 
other ſubjects, lead the man who is paſs 
ſeſſed of it, to the contemplation of. the 
great and beautiful works of his Creator, 
and to lay his heart open to thoſe en 
impreſſions they are fitted to produce? 
But the man who is toitbon God, exeludes 

this ſublime contemplation * _ 
thoughts, and all thoſe amia 
ments, which it is adapted to awaken in 
the heart of man. In the language of the 
＋ God's God i 15 


nt in all bis thoughts. © 
Having explained ths a Nats 


of mind denoted by the expreſſion of the 


apoſtle in the text; we are nent to confi 
its hurtful influence en the Virtue and 
Happineſs of human Life; and, of canſe< 


quence, the oppofite importance of piety to 


God, or of a devote nnen 


racter and rare 
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beautifies the human character, and give es 
the virtuous man the beſt idea and enjoy. y 
ment of himſelf : but it cannot poſlibly * 
have ſuch a commanding influence upon 
his conduct, as, when joined to this idea, 
it becomes the object of his conteniplation, 
conſidered as the image of the great and # 
good Creator of the world, as the ſtatute 

of his moral kingdom; as "that 1 which * 
beautifies the human character 1 
teem, and procures the blehüge 7 his 
friendſhip.” This view of it evidently gives 
an n authority and digg r to * ed 


1% 0 


which cannot 65 Sabel by c 
excl ades the Deity from His attention | 
regard, | * ODy MW 

It muſt, indesd, be owne⸗ „ dbat by- 

that ſenſe of Juſtice” and humanity, which 
was originally planted in our nature by the” 
hand of God, a man may a a bg 
generous,” and 2 W . part, 
inſtances. But a ſtedfaſt and 
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virtue. through. the, whole of life, mon. 


eſpecially, i in. circumſtances of ſtrong. temp. 
a and difficulty, is ſcarcely to be exe 
pected from the man who derives no aſiſt- 
ance from the principle of piety to God. 
We may, at leaſt, affirm, in the Krongeſt 
terms, that a fenſe of moral obligation, in 
its full authority. and in the whole of its 


extent, cannot be ſo > eaſily preſerved, nor b 


Jo eaſily ſubmitted to, as the ſupre of e law, 
of human life, by which the virtuous may. | 
is bound to limit a Very, n 


texfering intereſt; as when he regards ih, 
not only as the moſt amiable ſeptiment and, 
ictate of his nature, to which he ought. 
to pay a due regard, in order to do Juſtice, 
to himſelf; but likewiſe the dictate nd. 
-reator,. to which he - ought. to 

the moſt pr d and unreſeryed ober 
Gers 3 as ; the je. of 1 ee Ving: 
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On this account, 0 our Savigur cal led the 
a . ſhe the Mg: age 1 . cat. com. 
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_ Fa law. Te is the - firft com 
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1 mandment in the Jaw of. God, as, in the 

. order of nature, it.is prior to all other moral, 
10 obligations. It is the great commandment, 
F of his lawy, as it has a leading influence on 
1 all the other duties of 8 virtuous life. On 
* the ſame. account, it is probable, he placed 
55 the merit of his own. life in doing the will 
8 of God; and recommended this to the 
I attention of his friends, a8 the ſum and 
Ne perfection of their duty; on a juſt view of 
* the nature and will of God, this rule i ils; 
7 : cludes in.it a regard to the whole extent 
1 of moral virtue, and muſt lead the man by 


whom it is obſerved, to every thing that is 
virtuous. and laudable in human conduct. 
Thus it may appear that the principle of 
piety to God, is of the higheſt importance 
to che virtue and integrity of | bumap. lifes 
| and that when this principle is excluded 
from the mind of man, moral virtue muſt 
immediately loſe its chief protection i 
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Let us, in the next place, take a view oft 
the importance 6 this principle to the 
comfort and happineſs of life. Here one | 
might open a field of | obſervation * that | 
would ſet the importance of religion in 2 
very ſtrong light. Every object upon earth, 
from which the happineſs of life can be: 
ſuppoſed to be derived, muſt be ſeen by 
the refigions 'man, and the man who lives: = 
without God,” in a very different light; 
and the happineſs of their lives muſt be 
affected in a very different manner, by 
thoſe different ve of light! in See . 5 
are beheld. 5 

We ſhalt deietly . the en | 
in a few particulars and conſider the diffe- 


rent and oppoſite views they muſt be led to ; 


entertain; - rſt, of the world in which they ; 
live; 2dly, of their own exiſtence” and 


. condition i in the world; 3dly; of their con- 


nexion with their fellow 1 men; . hal | 
of . 1 
F755 If, How” | 
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if, Hos different and oppoſite möſt 


their conceptions be of the world in which 


they live! The fool who thinks, or ſays, 
there is no God, formally rejects all ideas 
of deſign, of wiſdom, and benignity in the 
conſtitution of the univerſe. The man who 
is without God, in the manner formerly ex- 
plained, equally excl udes the influence of 


theſe ideas on the happineſs and comfort of 
his life; and from what ſources of enjoy- 
ment he thus deprives himſelf, it is not dif- 
ficult to underſtand. The works of men, 


in which diſtinguiſhed marks of genius and 


wiſdom have appeared, have, in all ages of 
the world, given the higheſt entertainment 
to thoſe who were capable of underſtanding 


them; and, in proportion to their capacity 


and taſte, have given them a proportion- 
able pleaſure. No man ſurely will affirm, 


that the diſplays of divine wiſdom, good- 
neſs, and benignity, in the ſtructure and 


. adminiſtration of the univerſe, are not _ 
to give e or ſuperior entertainment; 
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18 that admiration and eſte m, . 
"gratitude, excited by a due attention to the 
Works of God, are leſs joyful 'Or agreeable 
emotions in the heart, than when they are 

excited by the works of men. Now,"of 
all thoſe peculiar pleaſures which Ne 
from the contemplation of the works of 
God, and 6f all thoſe Wee 
are fitted to awaken in the heart, he who 
lives without God totally deprives hin . 
The world in which he lives, all the great 
and beautiful works of the Creator wiieh 
he ſees around him, and the exhibitions of 
his wiſdom and goodneſs there, in his idea 
of them, muſt appear in the ſame light, in 
which they appear to him who chinks there 
is nd Gd, and in no other way contribute 
to his happineſs, than as they are ſubſer- 
vient to the ſ upport and enjoyments a wag 
_ animal and mortal lie: bag e i 
241y,"Let us, in the ſecond place, con- 
ider "the different lights in whieh the re- 
ligious man, and the man who is without | 


God, 
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God, muſt ſee their « 
dition in this world, 150, Ver eh 1 
under theſe different view: ; they/are eapa- 
ble of deri ving from themſelves. The f6ol 
who ſays in Ris heart, there ig no God, muſt 
> conſequence of this con ption,”-enter- 

tain a very mean co ceptior ö 
* being ſprung rom 


1 ——— 
tiny, than he cattle of the field, or the 
meaneſt reptile upon earth. But the man 
© who is without Cod, a8 to al! the purpoſes 
of ſelf:enjoyment, muſt have the fame con- 
bempible idea of himſelf. His taſte of life, 
his projects and purſuits; and the whole of 
his enſoyments, muſt proceed upon the 
"fame" —_ of himſelf, Te 
would entertain if he 'thought” there was 
no God. The idea of his on n 
ſuggeſted by religion, as the creature of 
an infinitely wiſe arid benevolent Creator, 
Meme 28 Created ' for the eontemplation, the 
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reſemblance and enjormant of the au chor of 
bis being, with all thoſe delightful. ſenti- 
ments and proſpects which this idea opens 
tot the mind of man, are totally excluded 5 
from his thoughts. When he falls into 
affliction he is deſtitute of all reſource, for 
he knows of no ſuperior wiſdom, power, or 
goodneſs, in which he can repoſe his conſi- 
dence and hope. He muſt aſcribe the af- 
fliction which he ſuffers, to the accidental. | 
- and, capricious conſtitution of the univerſe 
n which he lives, or ta the weakneſs of that 
nature which accident has given him, or 
to the capriciouſneſs and malice of his fel- 
ler men (reflections which may exaſſ perate, 
but cannot alleviate the afflictions of his 
life); or, without attempting to account for 


their origin and cauſe, he muſt remain in- 
capable of every ratiogal Support | or conſo- 35 
2 tion under them. MY 


Adly, Conſider, thirdly, the diferent kl 5 
welt. lights, in which the devout man 
PORN n man who is without. God mult ſee 
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of their fellow · men, and what enjoyment they 
— are capable of deriving from their friendſhip 
Ns and ſociety. To him who i is without God, f 
d - | the whole human race muſt appear in the 
bw. | fame light in which he ſees himſelf. In 


Ir his view, they are a ſet of beings, that by 
Yr accident, or he knows. not how, have come 
* into exiſtence, and who are again to fink” to 
— nothing, by the ſame inexplicable accident. 
* If men are not conſidered in the light of 
hk 9 their connexion with and dependance u pon 
t God, as their common parent and creator; 
3 every human being ſhrinks into its own 
5 | exiſtence, as 2a ſolitary individual and 
6 5 ſuch connexions as it has with its fellow- 
0 men become extremely inſignificant. | On 
N this diſmal idea of the human race, as hav- 


* 


ing no joint corinexion -with, or depen- 
: dance on the almi 4 ty and " benevolent 
Creator of the world; the amiable and. en- 
dearing tyes between parents and their 

* children, between brothers, friends,— with 
lo our r other ſwe  connexions ht ſociety, 
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integrity, gratitude, and friendſhip, 
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hi ich every 1 man may 2 
„dig, a as his intereſt or p 


or contra- 
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pen to direct. Tei is the view of mankind | 


168 96) e 


2 25 the offspring « of o one great and benevo- 
lent Parent, a8 fellow-members i in the ſame 
Ates cat t family of God, all depending on. 
Parental care, that gives the ties of nature 


1 


1 And humanity, their, full command and 


1 11 


” Power upon the beart of 1 man, and Tenders 
them the fountains of unſpeakable delight. 


2 41 


41. 


head of the diſcourſe, the importance of 
religion to the happineſs of life appears, in 


en Long light, The religious man 
,;conſiders his connexion. with ſociety and 


dis fellow-men as the ſtation aligned by him 
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but the accidental weaknefles of pra: 1 


eaſure Wall hap- 


From what has been obleryed on this 


* this world by his Maker, w herein, he 
hath appointed bim to act the virtuous and 
worthy 
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„ bai: as 2 vel and member of 
his family; and after he hath done his 
part, to riſe to ſome ſublimer ſtate of uſe- 
gfulneſs and happineſs in the kingdom of 
his Father: whilſt the man who is without 
_ God has no other view of his connection 
with his fellow - men, than as an accident 
in the ſtate of his exiſtence, of which he 
can give no account, and which connex 
jon, by a like inexplicable accident, is 
ſoęn to be diſſolved 1 nor can he form any 
_ other idea of his buſineſs in ſociety, than 
to proſecute the tranſitory ſchemes: of am- 
bition, avarice; or pleaſure; and after hẽ 
has run the uſual round in theſe, ito: be 
ſeparated for ever from his fellow=men, 
hs and from all the 'moſt endearing ties of 
human friendſhip: This leads us to con- 
Lac in the laſt place,; 
Athly, The- different proſpects of futu- 
fo 50 which are opened to the religious man, 
and the man Wͤho is without Gad. The 
apoſtle, in the ſame verſe which contains 
| 35 81 the 
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bs the ſubject of this . deteribes che 
ſituation of the laſt of theſe in the follow- 
"ing ch He has no hope, He can have 
ER is proſpect of -futurity , than, 
that when 15 leaves the world, he ſha 
either ceaſe to be, or that he ſhall be mi- 
ſerable. Wich whatever uncertainty the 
doctrine of a future ſtate may be ſuppoſed 


to be accompanied, yet no man ever 


thought that, in caſe of its reality, the 
perſon who neglects, or deſpiſes his Cre- 
\ ator, is there to be rewarded by... m 


we 


I 


4 


Si e he has gone through the buſineſs 
and pleaſures of this preſent life, he 


is then to ſink to nothing, and loſe all 


reflection and conſciouſneſs for ever. He 
muſt either explicitly and formally main- 

| tain this melancholy proſpect, or at leaſt 

remain "incapable of the happineſs and 

comfort which proceeds from any other 
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The utmoſt” height to which his ſelf. 
flattering expectations can ariſe is, that 
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he draws from the 
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On the other hand, the el igious man i 
is animated; and delighted in his progreſs. : 
by the hope of immortality, --. He conſiders , 
the ſtate of his exiſtence in this world as 
the infancy or childhood of his being, from 
whence he is to riſe to the nobler occupa- 
tions and enjoyments of a perfect man. 
Thoſe ſacred and divine pleaſures which 
contemplation of the 
works of God; from the exerciſe and cul-. 5 
tivation of devout affections towards him; 3 
from the friendſhip and ſociety of virtuous 
men, and from the conſciouſneſs of have. . 
ing acted an upright and worthy part in 


his progreſs through this life; theſe, he 


hopes, ſhall be preſerved, extended, and 


enlarged, in the future and eternal world; 


and in them he e to . = bleſſed 


| immortality. 


Theſe now are he different prolpeds 
of futurity, which are opened to the re- 


ligious man, and to the man who is with=- 
a God: and what a mighty difference, 


in 
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difetent-and n nears muſt ere. 4 
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From the refleions which have bio) 
ſuggeſted i in the preceding: part of this diſ- 

-ounſe,” we may naturally deduce the fol- 

wing remark; 
men are fo inquiſitive and curious in their 
ſearches after what may add to the im- 
provement and happineſs of human life, 
is is, in ſome degree, ſurpriſing that ſo. 
little attention is beſtowed on thoſe ms: 
provements which may be drawn from 
piety to God. By chis principle, - the. 


| grandeft and moſt amiable ideas that can 


enter 4nto human thought, are preſented 
to the mind of man, the fineſt moral feel 
ings and FeQions/ are excited in his | 
and the nobleſt reſources under the eue 
mities of life are opened to his view. 
Amidſt, therefore, all 'thoſe refinements 


in pleaſure, hn ns various arts of adding 
nen N 38680. Dl 5 tag) 4 


That in an age when! 
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to the happineſs of 1 which are ſo much 
ſtudied i in the preſent a a ge; it will be fe Sund, 
upon attention, to be a capital deft, cha” 
the improvements. and pleaſures | Which | 
proceed from re igion at are Neſt out of the 
account. Fo or the fame Teaſon it may be 


| juſtly. thought a capital defect, th: at the 


taſte for what is gr grand o or Beautiful in the 
fine arts, is not Improved" it into a tall for” 
thoſe grand and bealitifül ideas Wh ich ae 


Ack no | 
ily ac 
knowledge the impreſſions "which are made 
upon them by t the fight of what 18 orelt 
or beaut ful in 'othe ther Tub . Aae 
tion ok eſteem, gratitu "I com plate; 1Cy; 
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confidence, and the 1 Je e emotions, are in- 
| by of 


dulged and readily knowledged, when 
their proper  objedts are are prel ſented to their 
view ; 3 nay, men would be aſhamed of be- 


ing found unaffected by Ne ws 'of them. ? 
But 1 upon the v view ref ch thoſe ; zreat and ls | 


oy 14: 8 
able ideas w uch are Tet before them in 


doctrines of reli 5 "they _ to remai 
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5 5 e in this einde What 
may be the cauſe of this apparent incon- 
ſiftency ? Is it that the knowledge of re- 
ligion, and the improvemen ts which it 
gives the mind of man, may be acquired 
by the whole human ſpecies, and are 5 
within the reach of every man. But are 
not the moſt valuable gifts of God be- 
ſtowed i in common u pon the whole buman 
race, or put within the reach of every . 
man ? and does a wiſe man think the leſs 
of them. on that. account ?—Or i is it that 
religion i is debaſed by ignorant and vulga r r 
minds, and frequently appears in the form 
of ſuperſtition, enthuſiaſm, or bypoeriſy? 
But are not the moſt excellent improve 
ments in human life liable to the worlt 
corruption and abuſe 7 and is it not the . 
province of taſte and true diſcernment to. 
diſtinguiſh what is natural and genuine, 
in every ſubjeR, from that which is un- x 
aur and ſpurious ; but the mark of i ig- 
norance, 


* 
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norance, and want of true diſcernment, 
to deſpiſe what is excellent, becauſe it has 


been disfigured by i ignorance and folly ? 
We may therefore venture to affirm, 
that when men ſhall come to have a tho- 


rough knowledge of themſelves and of the 


faculties with which they are endowed, 


and ſhall have improved their taſte for 


what is grand and beautiful to its full ex- 


tent, religion will ſtand firſt in their 
eſteem; and that it is owing to narrowneſs 7 
of thou ght, or the groſſeſt inattention, that 


the improvements and pleaſures which ariſe 


from true len are neglected or de- 


ſpiſed. 
Upon the whole of what has been ſug- 
geſted in this diſcourſe, it is melancholy to 


obſerve, that ſome perſons of the beſt un- 
derſtanding, and of amiable manners, are 


entirely deſtitute of that piety to God, 


which, if duly cultivated in their hearts, 


would com plete the goodneſs of their cha- 
Vor. I. D 8 
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—.— in his eſteem; al for which * 
they are fitted, i in the fineſt manner, by. the | 
faculties which he has given them. 
Tis mournful to obſerve, that whilſt ſuch - 
perſons are poſſeſſed of the principles of 
honour, friendſhip, and humanity, and 
are living in the conviction | of their. own. 
uſefulneſs and merit in ſociety, they are . 
nevertheleſs ſadly inattentive, to the hurt 
that is done to their fellow-men, by the 
example of impiety which they ſet before a 
them, and which the goodneſs and huma- 
[nity they diſcover in other parts of their 
deportment ſhould lead them to avoi 
It is likewiſe mournful to obſerve, that 
whilſt ſuch perſons are happily prepared 
for the reception of every ſocial and. moral 
pleaſure, they are nevertheleſs total ſti | n. q 
gers to thoſe. divine pleaſures which p. o- 
_ from a devout attention to the cha 


Wel, by the principles 100 agen . 
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of their nature, they, ae equally/"fuf- = 
ceptible. It is yet - on meurnful to 
a that denten of this character, to- 
elyss! for. that ſling 

of 2 which ö is bef, den the, Joes. of Gad:for 
ever: like the young man beloved by. the 
ſaviour. of the world, on account: of the 
probity and goodneſs: of: his manners; 


who, nevertheleſs, departed from his ſa- 
viour, and for ever loſt his friendſhip, be- 
cauſe one thing was. wanting to complete 
his charater.—It is mournfulleſt of all 
to think, (and yet the thought i is unavoid- 


able) that thoſe ſame excellent endow- 


ments which perſons of this character poſ- 
ſeſs, inſtead of adding to their future 
happineſs, muſt, by a ſad reverſe, become 


the ſource of future miſery. The aſſer- ö 
tion may be ſtrong, but it will appear, on 


calm reflection, to be juſt, that the better 
a man's underſtanding is, and the finer 
his perceptions are in the ſocial and moral 
ties of life, he muſt feel ſo much the more 
D 2 ſenſible 
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ſenſible remorſe, when the whole of hi 
moral and religious obligations come to bi 
unveiled before him; and when, by this 
means, he ſhall come to ſee, in its full 
light, the injuſtice and impiety of that ne- 
glect with which he has treated the Creator 

| of the world, W in a W ey 
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2 CnRON. xv. 2. 
The Lord is with you, while ye be with 
bim; and if ye ſeek him, he will be found a 


of you; but if ye farſake him, he will fur 
* you. 


"HIS ſolemn admonition was given to 
the nation of the Jews, by the pro- i 
phet Azariah, under the immediate direc- 
+ tion of the ſpirit of God. It was in- 
tended to point out to OY the mm 


The Importance of Religion 


"1 Hecks of their adhering to the worlkipand 
| ſervice of the one true God, or of their 8 
= departing from it, unto the, idolatry and 
4 wickedneſs of? the Gentile nation. The 
Lord is with you while ye be with bim. — 
| To be with God, is to preſerve in. our 
minds a revetend imptemén öf "Nis exit 
ence, perfeQions, and government of the 
world.: the conſequence of this will be, 
The Lord will-be--with--u5, i. e. he will be 
our protector and friend, intereſted in our 
welfare and proſperity. If ge ſeek him, 
he will be found of ou To ſeek him is to 
15 plöre, and depend 1 u pon bis favour, and 
o em toy every, method in "our | power i in 
of + "nah ain it. If we thus en 
he ill be found of us, i. e. he wilt gra gran 
us the deſire of our hearts, and . — | 


£4 311 


marks of bis regard. But! if we forfalle | 


2 1 


1155 by « en, ing him from our at en- 
tion, and by a neg i of the ſacred !! inſt i- 

ns: of his FEM he will forſake us, 
Ti with, ig his Cord n 3 ks 

with rawing protection "fom us. ' 
is : This 
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This ſolemn admonition given to . 


nation of the Jews, naturally leads us to 


conſider what connexion is to be found 
between the prevalence of piety to God i in 
the temper and manners of a nation, and 
its public welfare and proſperity. 

There was, we all know, a peculiar 
and marvellous connexion between theſe 
two, in the ſtate of the Jewilh nation. 


God governed | them, and directed their 


national concerns in a manner not expe- 
rienced by any other nation. By ſigna 
and miraculous interpoſitions of his provi- 
dence, he raiſed them to proſperity, or 
ſunk them into national. calamĩties, in 


proportion as they adhered to the worſhip 


of himſelf, and obſerved thoſe religious in- 


ſtitutions of his ſervice, which he had 
preſcribed; or departed from them, into 


the idolatry and cuſtoms of the Gentile 


nations. This was the peculiar fituation 
of the Jews, not indeed experienced by 


any other nation upon earth. There is 
D 4 however 
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however ſtill to- be obſerved, though in = 
different way, a ſtrong connexion between 
the prevalence of piety to God, in the 


ſentiments and manners of a nation, and 


its national proſperity: a connexion, 
which is founded on the original eſtabliſh- 
ment of Providence, and which may be 


traced, from the effects which this reli- 
gious principle, by its native tendency, 


is fitted to produce. This is the ſubje@ 
I have propoſed to illuſtrate in the fol⸗ 


lowing diſcourſe, 
That the probity and virtue of a nelle 


is the principal cauſe and ſupport of its 
proſperi ity, and that the prevalence of 1 im- = 


morality tends to its deſtruction, is, I be- 
lieve, generally acknowledged; and the 


| Juſtice of this acknowledgment is ſuffici- _ 


ently confirmed by the hiſtory of the 
world, But, on due attention to the ſub- 
je&, we ſhall find that the only principle 


which is able to preſerve the virtue of a 
| Pages i in its proper influence, and to its 


full | 


{ 
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full extent, is the — a of 8 to 
God, and a firm perſuaſion of their eing 
anſwerable to him, for their conduct. 
This, alſo, is ſufficiently confirmed from 


the hiſtory and experience of the world. 


Sobriety, induſtry, and honeſty, without 
which no nation upon earth can be in 
ſafety or - proſperity, have prevailed, and 
been held in public honour and reſpect, in in 
thoſe nations only, where religion was = 
garded and eſteemed. _ When this was: 
neglected and deſpiſed, there immediately 
enſued an univerſal corruption and depra- 
vity of manners. One of the moſt ob- 
ſerving of the Roman * hiſtorians, in 2 
graphical deſcription which he gives of 


the decline of the grandeur and proſperity 


of the Roman people, attributes this de- 
cline to the corruption of their manners, 


and marks it as a principal circumſtance 


in the national corruption, , that the Ro- 


mans had then learned to negle& the 
® Salluſt, 
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Yeh; MY thy —— of this, t. 
make a ſacriflce of every public iriteteſt'to | 
thelr private avarice and ambitiorn. 
In order to perceive, more preciſely, 
the importance of religion to public vir- 
tue and pfoſperity, it dught to be con 
| Yertd, that the common people, who make 
the greateſt part, and indeed the firength | 
of every nation, will feel no ſufficient ob- 
ligation to a virtuous and honeſt conduct, 
if a ſenſe of providetice, and the principle 
of piety to God, is excluded from their 
minds. Intemperance and riot, falſehood 
and diſhoneſty, perfid iouſneſs and perjury, 
which evidently tend to the deſtruction 
= . of ſociety, will immediately prevail, if a 
= ſenſe of God and providence is totally ex- 
|, cluded from their hearts. Some few of 
higher education and refinement may ima- 
gine they have inducements of a more de- 
licate and finer nature, to a virtuous a 
| honourable conduct: and it would be 
4 7 for ſociety, -if "Wieſe inducements | ( 


| 2 7% character . to think "the 


But Whatever may de the Eiſe With den 


of higher edition Afid feffftemäellt, yet 


the greateſt päft öf tnarkindd Would” un- 
doub belly Feel | Hb fu fieleiit Teriſe Bf fra 
obligatidn, Were u Ene öf Gd dd tn 
ties of feligidn to de ebHitely"Extſhgdified. | 
in their Minds; Al the Rater it Wy 
be "eaſily *pErERivVed. Tue far gfeaker part 
of 1anefnd'are obliged from Their Esfffer 
years, to de employed in the ſervile and 
laborious offices öf life, With very Nele 
leifüre or ability to cultlvate che higtier fa- 
culties which God Has-glben them, 6r #6 
attain thoſe finer ànd mdbre delicate pereep- 
tions of moral obligation which may be 
acquired by proper eufture and reflectin. 
On this acebunt nothing will be ferent . 


to give chem e- . :omplete 


idea of their oral hT#ati6fir „düt a Lerne 
of the authority of God as rng fd 
7 OW: them and of their being ac- 
countable 
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countable to him, for. their obſervation Ir 
male of tnem. ik vg 
In f > capital and friking A 8, 
the difference between right and wrong, 
and a: ſenſe of moral obligation, may be 
be felt by every man. There are inſtances 
of truth and ſalſchood, of juſtice and i ins, 
juſtice, of humanity and cruelty, that will, 
ſtrike the conſcience, and affect the moral 
ſenſe of every man who is not totally de- 
praved. But in many other inſtances, 
where the obligation is of a more delicate, 
though of a FLY important a matures. 11 WII Al : 
be found extreme 
practicable, t to give al bulk of men ws 
full conviction of their duty, without re. 
curring to the expreſs authority and lam 
of God. Of this kind are many inſtances: 
of candour and integrity, gratitude and 
friendſhip, meekneſs and forgiveneſs, 
which are of great importance t the wel 
wer of vine. bo) % ec e 588 20 


It will be found ſtill more difficult, after | 
they are brought from the ſenſe of nature, 
to perceive their duty and their moral ob- 
ligation, to give them ſuch a ſenſe of its 
authority as is requiſite to influence their 
conduct, in ſituations where their duty 
happens to ſtand in meg ont with their 
intereſts or paſſions. en = 
In general, it will be Wound, that virtue, 
how amiable ſoever it may appear to the 
mind of man, is deprived of its principal 
ſecurity and strength, when it is not en- 
forced by the command of God and 
ſanctions of his moral government; ; and 
that the only prineiple on which the bulk 
of men can be engaged to pay a ſuitable 
regard to their moral obligations, in the 
whole of their extent, and in every eir⸗ 
cumftance of life, is a religious rever OY 
for their Creator, confidered by them, 
their governor and judge, by whom the 


1 laws of virtue were enacted and preſcribed, 
4 and by whom men's future happineſs or 


miſery 


Mrs « or. zee to, the, Em 
which he has given them. In this view. 
the fear of God, ig, With great propriety, 

called in {criptuxe the beginning of ufd, 
and the whole of om duty; is deſcribed, g 
confilting in obedience to the laws of Gad, - 
From the ew 3 TH _ D 


5 * of Go wk 3 70 t ? ion | 
be greſerved in the Winde ve: wen! Bt 
therefore; it is .incumbent « 8 
ngt only for his on intereſt, byt 10 fl 
ful- member: of ſdeiety and a ** of. ** ; 
country, t be the friend and encayragy | 
If true aue e ee 
bring it into nen honour and eftgem | 
This, in 2 particular 
bent upon thoſe whoſe example or authg: 
* rity has the moſt extenſive influence; . 1 
| an liſtinguiſher e pct h 
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merit in 1 this principle may. produce, 
it is not our preſent purpoſe to inqui 
But this we may aſfirm, in the 2 
manner, that ſuch e- 00 become: 
much more uſeful ane defery bers 
of ſociety, and. would much more * 
fvely promote the welfare; of their counts 
did they add to the other virtues of weit 
character a devaut reverence. for God, at  - 
ſet ta their inſeriars the example of a. 
tional and uſeful pisty: in aber Words. 
and — that * plvarg only: 
is able to ſuggeſt à ſufficient motive to 
virtuous and uſeful conduct amongſt the 
bulk of men. We may syen venture ta. 
affirm, that ſome of. theſe, in the higher 


ranks of life, h poſſibly may ds 5 


nene in the honours by manity, a 


4 n. . — of Pins! "OY 
uſefulneſs of their conduct, are (with . 


chief to ſociety, by giving an exam ple of 
it of the Creat 
of the world, which, among the eren 
part of mankind, is connected with otlier 
immoralities, of the moſt pernicious | in- 
: — on the dairy of ſociety. 


the'common' e that it has but little 
influence upon their moral conduct, or 
the practice of thoſe virtues which are of 


ſually placed in the belief of ſome „ 


ſtruſe myſterious points of doctrine, in the 


obſervation of ſome ſuperſtitious forms of 
worſhip,” which have little or no con- 


6 nexion with their moral conduct: and pf 


| Ga An the followin; 8 obſerat EW 
| deſerve to be attended to. | 


importance to ſociety; that it in 


\ 4 


ſerving it) doing much injury and mil. 


to the eligion br 
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among the lowelt and moſt ignor 


laudable and uſeful actions which they 


Fieft, That thi rellen r the ebam 
pe, thong: Bend 6 wi 


with a degree of uſtteſs myſtery 


perſtition, is neverthelefs of great bir 
tage to their morals; and that the man 
who lives in the fear of GOd ant. 
gerable meafureè of ſincerity, is likely to de 


than he Who is totally undirected by this 
principle, 1 beliere it Will be feldorii 
found, thilt à ſenſe of reliivn, eben 


people; toes not preſerve them from thoſe 
vices at leaſt, which are of the moſt Slthis 
cious tendency, and engage them to matt 


would not have otherwiſe performed. Let 


any man look into the Rate of thoſe flis 
milies am6njft the cbmmn people, Where 


a regard for religion aud the worſhip of 
God. prevails, though blended wich igho- 
tance and ſuperſtition; and compare it 
with the This of Tach fargilies as are void 

Vel. 1. . ; E Ds of 
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of this regard, and he will pereeive uch 
a difference i in their manners, and in their 
: domeſtic happineſs and peace, as will 1510 
| doubtedly convince him of the truth of 
what i is now affirmed. 8 
F. urther, let any man calmly put "the | 
queſtion, whether he thinks the generality I 
of the common people would become the 
better or worſe members of ſociety, if, | 
notwithſtanding all the uſeleſs and lone: 
times hurtful ſuperſtitions which, are 
mixed with their reli Aion, they were to 
loſe all ſenſe of God, of Providence, and | 
a future judgment, and to give up with 5 
every form of religious worlhlp, and ge- : 
votion. y 


+ ack 


an oe 


| ho Secondly, Let it. be 9 - I 

3 are chiefly to be blamed. for thoſe extremes t 
g of ſuperſtition and formality which are l 
| complained of in the religion of the popu· t 

lace. The error is not owing ſolely to f 

their own ignorance and weakneſs, or to f 


the io norance and weakneſs of their teach- | 


c 
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ers, but to another cauſe which is not 


commonly attended to. It is in 2 great 


meaſure owing to the impiety and licen- 
tiouſneſs of their ſuperiors, It ought to 
be obſerved, that the bulk of the common 
people will, in one ſhape or other, be 
attached to religion and the worſhip of 
the Deity: for a ſenſe of our dependance 
upon God, and of our obligation to worſhip | 
him, is the natural ſuggeſtion of the hu- 
man mind, till it is by ſome external 
cauſe, obſtructed or expelled: and in all 
nations, which have not been ſunk in 


total darkneſs and barbarity, the generality 
of the common people have been ſtrongly 
tinctured with a ſenſe of religion. Hence, 


it appears to be of great importance to 

the public welfare, that a rational and | 
right direction be given to the "religion of 
the populace ; and its influence made ſub- 
ſervient to the practice of thoſe moral 
virtues which are uſeful to ſociety. It 


behoyes their ſuperiors, - therefore, who 


E 2 have 


E . Tiportenc if 22 


| have received a better education and hight | 
advantages, to direct the relig ion of thy | 

common people by their own example = 
and undoubtedly their influence, if pro- 

perly employed, migbt have the molt re- 
markable effect. Did they ſhow a ſuitable 
regard for God, and the inſtitutions of his | | 
fervice, it would put it greatly in Thelt- | 
power to model the religion of their coun- I 
try, and make it {as it was deſigned to be) 
the immediate ſpring of every thing that is 
amiable and uſeful in ſociety. But as long 
as ; thoſe who are diſtinguiſhed by theit 
ulence, their tation, or antes, dit. 
cover 2 contempt of God and of the inſti- 
rations of religion, they will, inſtead ef 
correfting, mereaſe ard add to the fuper- 
ftition of the populace. In otder to avoid 2 
that profaneneſs and impiety, which they 
obſerve, with hatred and horror, in the 
conduct of their apetiats, they will run 
into the oppoſite Extrottie, | aud e | 
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On this fubject, it ee par- 
Seda attention, that there ſeems to be a 
moſt unfortunate, and hurtful oppoſition 


between the ſentiments. and. manners. of 


hoſe who are in the higher, and:thoſe-wbe 


are in the lower ranks. of life. The for- 
mer, by their avowed indifference and con- 
tempt of all religion, rivet. and increaſe the 
ſuperſtition of the populace, whilſt the lat- 
ter, by their abſurd, and uſeleſs ſuperſti⸗ 


tions, increaſe the irreligion and impiety 


of their ſuperiors. Upon the one hand. 
the people, ſtruck with. horror at the ſight 


of open profaneneſs and impiety, are driven 


to the oppoſite extreme of ſuperſtiti 
enthuſiaſtio zeal; upon the other hand, 
thoſe who are in apulence. and ſtation, 
moved by a contempt, of this ignorance ani 
folly of the people, run (though with equal 
ignorance and folly) into the extreme of 
irreligion and impiety.. Thus each: of 
om, alternately, promote thaſe ſenti· 
; 3 no. ments 
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ments and manners which are the objeft 


of their hatred or contem pt. 
In many inſtances it may be obſerved, 


1 
5 


tempt of thoſe who are in a different habit 
and taſte of life. Thus the avarice of one 


man heightens in another his profuſion and 
extravagance. Exceſs of gaiety in ſome, 


promotes in others, the exceſs of moroſeneſs 
and reſerve ; timidity and cowardice, or 


an exceſſive dread of .imaginary danger in 
one, promotes in another, an imprudent 


and audacious contempt of real danger. In 
each of theſe the influence is mutual; and 
the like influence is to be obſerved in men's 
different ſentiments and habits in religion. 


. "P 
; 2 
* 
- 


| 
that men are confirmed in their peculiar 
habits and taſtes of life, nay, are carried 
fas g greater lengths in them than they would 
otherwiſe have been, by their hatred or eon- 


No method, it is to be feared, will eafily 
be found of remedying this evil, till thoſe 
in the higher ranks of life ſhall undertake, 
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by their example and authority, to encou= 
nage genuine and uſeful piety ; and from 
their ſuperior education and advantages it 
might furely be expected, they would ſee 
the great importance of their patronage and 
example in this matter, It ſeems, indeed, 
to betray a defect either of judgment or of 
public ſpirit, that, not diſtinguiſhing be- 
tween the effects of true religion and of 
ſuperſtition, they ſuffer themſelves, by a 
contempt of vulgar ſuperſtition, to be car- 
ried into a contempt even of genuine and 
uſeful pee N 1 $rn_ 
The obſervations :which-luves el made | 
may ſuffice to ſhow the fatal influence of 
irreligion on the welfare of a nation. How 
far the preſent character and ſpirit of the 
Britiſh nation is under this fatal influence, 
every one muſt judge in the beſt manner 
he is able. That a ſettled habitual diſre- 
gard for the providence of God, the goſpel 
of his ſon, and the ſacred inſtitutions of his 
ſervice, hath ſpread its influence and ap - 
EL 4 . : - an 
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| peared in a more avowed. and public man- 
ner, than was known in former times, ef 
| pecially among thoſe who ought to lead the 

morals of the people by their own NPR 


and authority, cannot be denied. Mar 


alas ! are not only totally — ; 


of religion, but ſamehow ſtrangely jeas' 


| Jous of its influence, as if it were un- 


friendly to the intereſts and order of ſociety. 


Fhey are ſo much afraid of the effects of 
ſuperſtition, that they cannot bear the moſt 
rational and uſeful forms of piety ; and 
thus propagate, as far as the influence of; 


their example goes, a tatal inattention bo” 
and contempt of all religion. 


+ Should: this ſpirit of irreligion gane 5 
to increaſe and extend its influence. on the 
| . morals of the nation, it will gradually. 
| weaken, and, at length, deſtroy the na- 


tional proſperity, From this unhappy. 


ſpirit, will inevitably flow that corruption. 
and depravity of manners, , againſt. the de- 5 


n 3 of which, ng 
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deſtroyed; other means * — are but, 
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vpon earth have been long able do preſerve 


their national proſperity. When the piety, 
and conſequently. the probity. and virtue of 


a nation is deſtroyed, the only laſting and 
effeQual. preſervatives of its. proſperity. are, 


avis po tha e influence of . 
vigorous and bold adminiſtration, or by 
the weakneſs and miſconduct of its ene- 
mies: by theſe and the like means its 


commerce and wealth may be incre 


many apparent additions may be made t to 
its proſperity. and Arength, But if the 
ſpirit of irreligion, and, in conſequence 
of this, licentiouſneſs and immorality pre- 
vail, the vitals of a nation muſt be waſted 
and impaired; and; in ſpite of all externa 
means of preſerving its proſperity. and 
ſtrength, this internal malady, like a l 
but * <onſunenien. in the human 
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TY will, at length, end in its deſtruQion; 1 
Thus it was with the greateſt and moſt 
flouriſhing empire upon earth, amidſt tho 
moſt extenſive acquiſitions of dominion, 
property and wealth, the corruption of its 
manners being equally extended and in 
\ creaſed; its conqueſts and the extent of its 
dominions had no other conſequence, than 
to render its deſtruction the more total and 
remarkable. G ok 
Having endeavoured to point out 4 
Importance of Religion to the Welfare of 
Society, the following obſervations _w_ 
| be natively deduced, „ 4 
 Ift, That in an age which mae to 4 
ſo much knowled ge of the methods of ad- 

vaneing the welfare of ſociety, and to fo 
much public ſpirit in promoting them, it 

may ſeem a ſurpriſing overſight, that: ſo 
little account is made of the importance of 
Religion. It is to be acknowledged, to the 
honour of the preſent age, that it has car- 


ried the idea of public order and utility, 
And 


to the Welfare of Society. 59 = 
and of the methods' of eſtabliſhing * "and 
promoting them, beyond what was known 
in former times, Hence we may obſerve 
a face of order, induſtry, and commerce, | 
and even of elegance and plenty, among 
perſons, almoſt in every rank of life. But 
is it not a ſtrange defect, that among all 
the different methods which have been em- 
ployed for advaneing the public happineſs 
and order, the importance of religion has 
not been perceived, or, at ow not ſuffici- 
ently attended to. 
It is likewiſe to the honour of the pre- 
ſent age, that it has ſufficiently expoſed 
the madneſs of fanaticiſm, and the abſurdity | 
of thoſe ſuperſtitions. which preyailed in 
former times, and by its liberty and mo- 
deration, put an end to that rage of theolo- 
gical perſecution and diſpute, which had ſo 
long diſturbed the peace and order of ſociety. 
| Might it not have been expected, that the 
ſame diſcernment which has produced theſe 


deſirable effects, would have likewiſe taught 
. the 


effects on the welfare of ſociety ?- If reli- 
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teen true religion and its counts 
and- to mark their different and oppoſite 


gion, juſtly underſtood and directed to ita 
proper influence, is conducive to. the hap- 
pineſs and order of ſoctety, does it not bes 
come the wiſdom of an enlightened agg, 
to mark its uſeful and important tendency, 
and to give it that direction and encourage: 
ment, whereby its uſefulneſs may be ſe: 
cured ? If, upon the other hand, the in⸗ 
genious attempts which have been made to 
rid the world of the miſchiefs Which ariſe 
from. ſuperſtition or fanaticiſm, have heen 
conducted by ſuch, principles as are deſicues 


tive of genuine and uſeful. piety, is not 
' . this, amidft all our boaſted ingenuity. and 


wiſdom, a ſad example of that weakneſs and 


precipitance, ſo incident to human nature, | 
by which, avoiding one, we run into, adit 


the age to make a ſuitable diſtinction he: 


Ui 
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What may be the cauſe, that; in al the 
different plans of civil government that have 
been eſtabliſhed ir in the world, religion has 
been one great object of attention to the 
legiſlature * The cauſe undoubtedly wa 7 
that a ſenſe of religion was conſidered as 4 
thing of indiſpenſable importance to public | 
virtue and proſperity, and therefore ought 
to have a public fanction and eſtabliſhment 
in every plan of civil. government. This 
being the origin of religious eſtabliſhments, 
it ought therefore to be deemed a a thing of 


equal importance to ſociety, that religion 
when eſtabliſhed, be treated with proper 


marks of honour and reſpect, and ſuch 2 


direction and influence given it in the 
thoughts of men, as might render it effec- 
tual in anſwering the purpoſes for which 
it was eftabliſhed. Upon the other hand, 
it appears to be a great abſurdity, that re- 
ligion ſhould receive a legal ſanction and 
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anthority,. as a thing of indiſpenſable i im. 


portance to the public welfare, and that 
nevertheleſs, it ſhould be deemed a matter 


of indifference, whether the ſubjects of the 
government treat it with melt or with | 


contempt. _. 


In ancient Rome W regard was So NY 
to the public inſtitutions of religion, and 


the attention of the legiſlature much em- 
ployed in rendering them i ubſervient to the 
proſperity and virtue of the commonwealth, 
When ſuch attention was beſtowed on a 
ſyſtem of religion, full of ſuperſtition and 
| abſurdity, whereby it was made, in many 


inſtances, ſubſervient to public order and 


proſperity ; it is ſurely to be regretted, 
that the religion, taught in the chriſtian 
revelation, which, when it is juſtly under- 
ſtood, directly leads its votaries to every 
thing that is praiſe-worthy and uſeful i in 


ſociety, and enforces it upon them i in the : 


W geſt manner, is N or r deſpiſed; | 


= 
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more eſpecially if this is done by perſons in 
the higher ranks of life, who, in other in- 
ſtances, underſtand and are concerned for 
the public welfare of their country, and 
whoſe activity and public ſpirit have ap- 
peared in the aſſiſtance they have given to 
every other method of advancing it. 
The juſtice of theſe obſervations will ap- 
pear in a ſtronger light, if we add the fol- 
lowing reflection; That in proportion a8 a 
nation grows in opulence and power by the 
enlargement of its commerce or dominions, 
a ſenſe of religion becomes propoltionably | 
neceſſary to its preſervation and proſperity. 
Opulence and power, and their uſual con- 
ſequences, luxury and pleafure, have' hi- 
therto produced corruption and licentiouſ- 
neſs in the morals of a nation ; and this 
again has been al ways found to operate, at 
length, its diforder and deſtruction. No 
ſufficient guard can be deviſed againſt this 
fatal proceſs, if it is not a ſenſe of God, 
and of he ſolemn obligations of religion, 
4 Could 


Gt %% nion of Rur 
— it be preſerved i in the minds of mien, 


This, no doubt, is a moſt difficult ex 5 | 


dient, in an age of opulence and luxury 
when the ay of men are ſoftened a BY 
enervated by pleaſure, and thereby diſpoſed 
to mun all ſerious attention to the Deity, 


But, though difficult, it is not impolihlc 


Could thoſe, in the bigher ſtations of life, 
who underſtand, and feel for the welfare of 
| their country, be prevailed upon to give 
their attention to this matter, and from a 
noble patriotiſm, that can riſe above the 
prej udices and faſhions of a Jifipated ; age, 
reſolve, by their example and authority, 
to propagate a ſenſe of genuine and uſchul 


piety, we might ſtill expect, by the bleſing 
of almighty God, on ſuch a generous 


attempt, to ſee its happy influence on pub- - 
lic virtue and proſperity, in ſpite of thit 


unhappy influence by which it is oppoled 


by the growth of opulence and luxury. I 


We might ſee, for once, that fatal circk 
broks, or, at leaſt, long: retarded i in its pro- 
greſs, 
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greſs, whereby nations have proceeded f om | 
induſtry to opulence,” from opulence” to 
luxury, from luxury to corruption and 
depravity, and from mn returned to 
poverty and 6 by 
2d, From what hath beer e ed in 
the preceding diſcourſe, it may be obſerved, | 
that it is of great importance to the credit 
of religion, that the public teachers of it 
point out, with ſufficient plainneſs and pre- 
ciſion, the ſtrong obligations it lays men 
under to the practice of thoſe duties, Which 
are immediately conducive to the welfare of 
ſociety, The diſrepute into which reli- 
gion, and the public inſtitutions of the 
goſpel, have unfortunately fallen with many 
in the preſent age, is in a great meaſure 
owing, or very much encouraged, by an 
apprehenſion, that the religion practiſed by 
the common people, is unconnected with; 
or has very little influence on their conduct 
in ſociety, They who worſhip God, and 
are moſt aſſiduous in their attendance on the 
eas. F  Inſticu- 
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alleged, made thereby better members 'of | 


moral ob 
plaineſt manner, their immediate connexion 


2 holy life. The religion of the Phariſ 


inſtitations of His ſervice, are not, it-i is 


ſociety, or more dutiful and uſeful, is diet 
ſtations, than other men. 
To remove this odious imputation,, the 
teachers of religion cannot be too ex lic i | 
or ſolicitous to lead the people to a4, uſt | 
idea of the importance of their ſocial ad 
igations,. and to mark in the 


3 


with the principle of piety to Cod: fob if 
theſe two ſhould ever appear to be digjgined, | 
or iunconne&ted. with each. other, religion 
will inevitably fall into contempt. Tu 
teachers. of religion ſhould be ſo much the 
more attentive and ſolicitous in this parti- 
cular, as the prevailing bias of the popu- 
lace, in every age, hath been, to ſubſtitu 
an attachment to external forms of piety, in 
the place of the uſeful and active virtues of 


which was a religion of external form, 
W. more or leſs, the favourite ny ö 
he 
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It muſt appear a lamentable thing, to thoſe 


t 
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the populace in every age. Although no 
religion upon earth eyer guarded men in 
fronger terms againſt this popular miſ- 
take, than that which is delivered in the 
goſpel ; although the moral and ſocial ocial duties 
of life are no where inculcated with highe 
expreſſions of regard; yet this unhappy 
bias ſtill prevails with e who baff, 
the religion of the goſpel. | 
For the ſame reaſon, it is of great imam ort 
ance to the credit of religion, that the 


worſhipers af God, and the hearers of the 


goſpel, liſten with due attention and regard 
to thoſe inſtructions, which are intended 
to explain the moral and ſocial duties of the 
Chriſtian life, and their immediate con- 
nexion with the principle of piety to God. 


who feel a ſerious regard for the -interefi 
and credit of religion, that fo many in the 
preſent age openly ayow their contempt of 
all religion, and of the inſtitutions of the 
goſpel, Let atk” ant . perſons, at the 


lame 


4 


5 The Importance of Religion = 
Lame me; be perſuaded to conſider; that 
nothing will contribute more' effeLtually t to 
expoſe this impiety and folly, and to ſtop 
| the mouths of the infidels and ſcoffers of 
the preſent age, than to make them ſee the 
beneficial effects of true religion in the lives 
of men. Let them be able to obſerve, tha 
religion makes men uſefuller and better 
men in every circumſtance of life : that its 
immediate effect i is to check the influence of 
every hurtful and unamiable paſſion in the 
hearts of men, and to attach them with 
invariable conſtancy, 10 whatſoever things 
are honeſt, juſt, and pure, lovely, or of good 
report. Let them ſee that religion makes 
them better- parents, and better children, 
better maſters, and better ſervants, more 
Eind and faithful friends, more gentle and 
forgiving enemies; and, in a word, more 


heartily diſpoſed' to all thoſe virtuous and 


uſeful offices of life, which belong to their 


ſeveral ſtations in ſociety. This is un- 
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effect, of that religion which is taught by | 


Chriſtianity. It is given in the ſcripture, 
That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly . 


furniſhed unto all good. works, Were the 


worſhipers of God, and all who fear his 
holy name, thus diſtinguiſhed- from the reſt 
of men, it would: cauſe every man, Wh 
has any ſenſe of decency or public good, 
to be aſhamed of that contempt of piety, 
and of the ſacred inſtitutions of the goſpel, 

which is ſo common in the preſent age. 
The light of Chri i/tians, ſnining in this man- 
er, before men, would make them ghrify 


their Father which i is in heaven. 
8 
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Jon vi. 29. 


This is the Wark of Gad, that ye. lie 
Him whom He hath ſent. 


12 15 


T was the manner of our hes 3 F 


to take occaſion, from the external oc- 
currences of life, to introduce the moral 


and religious. inſtructions of the goſpel. 
From the miracle by which he had fed ſeve- 
ral thouſand people with a few ſmall loaves 


and fiſhes, he had taken occaſion to exhort 


his hearers, to labour, Wot for the meat that 
periſheth, but for the meat which endureth to 
| | f | Der- 
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everlaſting life. To this exhortation, ſome 
of the people preſent had replied, hat ſhall 
we do that we may work the: works of God 
They were diſpleaſed, it would appear, 
with the exhortation he had given them; 
whereby he intended. to withdraw their 
attention from the benefits they expected 
from his miracles, to the ſuperiour advan- 


1 tages they might receive from his inſtrue- 
0 tions: and their anſwer ſignified, that they 
2 had already ſufficient knowledge of their 


duty, and did not attend upon him with a 


# view to be informed of it. They ſaid un- 


to him, Mat ſpall we do that tue may 2 
the works of God? i. e. God has given us 
his law, to inſtruct us in the knowledge of 


is of greater importance, or more aecept- 
able to God, than what we already know t 
To this our Saviour anſwered in the text, 
This is the work of God, that ye bolievs in 
Him whom He hath ſent ; as if he had faid, 

: Have ſomething more to inform you of, 

""F 4 than 
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than what you have learned from the lawsof 
Moſes, and which, in a very particular 
manner, God requires of you at preſent, 23 
your duty; and that is, That ene 


Him whom He hath ſent. 
In diſcourſing from this _ we hall 
conſider 3 l 9 


Firſt, What we are to kad by1 be 
lieving on him whom God hath ſent, - - 
| Secondly, The importance of this duty; 


r in what ſenſe it is to be deemed the 


work of God, 

iſt, What are we to ee buk 15 
nt, in Him whom God hath ſent. To ſet 
this matter in the cleareſt light, it will be 


proper to conſider this inſtruction of our 


Saviour. Firſt, as it was directed by him 
to the Jews, who were then preſent with . 
him; and, 2dly, as it is to be directed to 
Chriſtians, who have been baptized, and con- 


tinue in the profeſſion of the Chriſtian fait. 


Some diſtinction is to be obſerved in th | 
ſenſe and meaning of © our Saviour's inſtruc- 


i * 
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tion, when it is. conſidered in theſe diffe- 
rent lights, arifing from the different ſitua- 
tion of the perſons, to whom it is ſuppoſed 


to be addreſſed. 
It is firſt to be ad. in and ſenſe 


it was demanded of the Jews, to whom this 
_ inſtruction was originally given, to. believe 
on Him whom God had /ent. It appears from 

the whole tenour of the hiſtory and inſtruc- 
tions of our bleſſed Saviour, that when he | 
called upon the Jews to believe on him, 
and repreſented this belief as a thing of in» 
diſpenſable importance; he meant to ſig- 
nify, by this expreſſion, in the firſt place, 
that they ſhould aſſent unto, and acknow- 
ledge the truth of this important fact, That 
he was come into the world as the meſſen- 
ger, and Son of God, and the true Meſſiah; 
whom he had promiſed by his prophets to 5 
ſend from heaven. That this was the ſenſe 
in which the Jews underſtood this expreſ- 
ſion, ſufficiently appears from the reply 

they made in the following verſe; they - 


>: 


e , I I ee . . er 


ore it come to paſs, that you may beliew 


#8 Je. iii. 19. 
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aid, What fign feweſt thou hens! A 
may ſee, and believe thee ; what def? thou wort? 


| The exprefiion is to be underſiood in the 


ſame ſenſe, in many other paſſages of the 
hiſtory of the goſpel. Thus, in the golpel 
cauſe of his own word, and ſaid unto the u. 
man; now tue believe not becauſe of thy ſaying, 


that this is indeed the Chriſt, the Saviour of 


| #he world, Thus alſo our bleſſed Savi- 


our +, I ſaid therefore unto you, that ye ſhall dir 
in pour fins : for if ye believe not that I am he, 
ye ſhall die in your fins. 7 I know that thou 
teareft me always: but becauſe of the people 
that flood by I ſaid it, that they may believe 
that thou haſt ſent me, || Now I tell you le- 


thaw te: {FH how on WS 
that thi di} nd me. in theſe, and; 2 


» Jobn ; iv. 21. + Jobn viii, 24. yy Joc. 2.4% 
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other 
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other paſſages that might be quoted, it 
appears, that the belief which Jeſus de- 
manded from the Jews, was their giving 
credit to, and acknowledging the truth of 
the account which he had given of himſelf, 
viz, That he was the * of God, or the 
true Mefliah. This is ſtill more exprefsly 
fienified in that ſolemn acknowledgment 
which was made by the apoftle Peter, in his 
own, and in the name of the reſt of the 
diſciples, in this fame chapter'®, * Then Simon 
Peter anſwered him, Lord, 15 14. Hull we 
go? for thou only haſt the words of eternal life: 

and we believe, and are fare, "that thou 6 art 


the Chriſt, the Son of the living God. 
| Two objections have been made to this 


account of delle, ing in the Lord 1 
Chriſt: | 
itt, That a man's belief, in the feriſe 
juſt now explained, being an idea or per- 
ception in _ underſtandin 85 which de- 


John vi. 68, 
pends 


ks not on his choice but 3 is determine 
by the. evidence which is given of the trut h 
of what he is to believe, it cannot there. 3 
fore. be underſtood to be the ſubje& of a 
law, ordemanded of him as the condition of 
his happineſs, _ | 
2dly, That a man' J | belief,” in the ſens 
now given to it, does not enter into his 
moral character, which is to be determined 
from the diſpoſitions of his heart and the 
tenor of his conduct; but not from his 
opinion or bel ief: and that, therefore, it is 
the firſt of theſe only, that can render a man 
acceptable to God, and be made the con- 
dition of his favour. 
To the firſt of theſe objeRtions, he 
vious anſwer is, that though a man's opinion 
or belief does not immediately depend upon, 
his choice, but upon the evidence which 
is ſet before him, in order to determine 
his belief, yet his candour, integrity, and 
diligence, in attending to, and examining 
the evidence which is ſet before him ; this 
depends 


- . 
fo 
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depends upon his will and choice, and is 
therefore the proper ſubject of a law. 
| Now this was what the bleſſed Jeſus, with 
relation to the character and office which 
he claimed, had the ſtrongeſt title to de- 
mand from the people of Jeruſalem. If 
then, their believing on him depended on 


their candour and integrity, in attending 
to the evidence which he offered in proof 


of his divine commiſſion; if, upon the ex- 
erciſe of this Integrity,” their belief would 
have immediately enſued ; if what only 


prevented it, was the want of this upright 
and virtuous ſtate of mind; our Saviour, 


with great juſtice and propriety, demanded 
this belief; and with equal juſtice and 


propriety commended thoſe whoſe belief 


was determined in this manner, whilſt he 
upbraided -and condemned thols n re. 
mained in unbeliefß. + 
+ That this was the ſituation of 40 Jews 
in our Saviour's days, and the ground on 
which he proceeded with them, when he 

__ _ - commanded 


4 


SR 8 to de Pa: was. the 
Sent of God, ſufficiently appears from the | 
hiſtory of the goſpel; and he declared this | 
to be the caſe, in the ſtrongeſt terms  ; 
F any man will de bes will, he ſhall tnas 7 
the dactrine whether it be of Ged, or whaths 
aal it of myſelf : i. e. if a man is u- 
cerely deſirous to know, and do the 
will of God, on every diſcovery which * 
is pleaſad to make of it, this ſincerity 
heart will lead him to perceive, PIs the 
evidence which I have ſet before him, tha 
my doctrine is from God, Hence he al- 
- cribed. their unbelief to the unfairneſs and | 
corruption of their hearts; + How en 
belieus which receive honour one from another 
aud ſcel not the honour which cometh fun 
God only. & He that believeth is nat an- 
denned, but he that believeth not is candemined 
already, becauſe he hath not helieued in the 
* gf" che * . Sen G and 
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this is the condemndtion, that Abr is cind cater 
the world, and men have loved darkneſs ru 
ther thun light, becauſe their deeds were' evil: 
Here, men's loving darkneſs rather than 


light, or their ſhutting out the evidence af 


truth, with a view to hide the guilt of 
their evil deeds, and to practiſe them with- 
out remorſe, is given by our Saviour, a 
the cauſe of their unbelief, and the reaſon 
why it will ſubje& them to condemnation. 
account which has been given of believing... 
in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is, that a man's: 
belief is no part of his moral characters. 
which is; to be determined from the diſ- 
poſitions of his heart and this tenor. of his, 
conduct; but not fram his belief. It has 


therefore been contended, by the ad verſaries 


of the goſpel, that this was improperly de- 


manded, as the work of God, cd erm 


of their acceptance with him. 
Jo obviate this objection, it * 60 


be conſidered, that when our Saviour de- 


manded 
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manded this belief, and: inſiſted on ite 


the Jews, as the work of God, it was not 


merely on its own account, or as it ſtobd 
detached from thoſe effects hi ich-i it was 
intended, and fitted to produce in the heart 
and life of the believer ; but becauſe of iu 


' connexion with, and tendency to produce | 


them. Amongſt the Jews, in partici lar, 
to whom our Saviour firſt addreſſed” the 
joctrine of the goſpel, there was à much 
Kronger and a more immediate connexion 

tween this belief, and its practical in- 
fence upon their heart and life, than 

ong " thoſe e bave ae? educated 


3 Fibine their en years. 5 
fituation of the Jews was Kane Ui erent 
from ours in this reſpect. 45 INI 
Although the — which Jeſus 
ave of his being the Sent of God, Was 
ſufficient to determine the aſſent of every 
candid and impartial inquirer; yet conſi- 
15 ant the peculiar prej * under Which 
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earlieſt; years N eee 


of * ae. tothe World! che 0 oſition 
which ſtood in the way of my” belief 
from the example and autho ity of thoſe 
who were in the, higheſt nen 7 | 
piety auch widens conſidering withal, the 
hatred and conhtemꝑt, and the many othes 
any age « hich: ee to attend 


rs he nt df. f: the 5 which he 
ſet before them of his being the 
e it, before, the vad, 


It required ſuch, a degres of cando 


integrity, and ſtrength: of mind, as could 


hardly fail of haying that religious and 
ral inſluence upon their lives, with a view | 
to which it was demanded: by our Savigur 3 
nay, in their peculiar ſituation, it required ; 
Vor. I, G - : a leſs 


The 8 A 

nt to the laws df the chriſtian” religion in 
"the con of their Ives, after it was'b& 
Neved to be from God, than was previouſly 
requiſite to their believing and 72 7 
ledging its trutn before the world, 


e, 


Let it be conſidered: that the eld det 


ples of the Lotd Jefus; or ſueli of the pob- 
ple of Jeruſalem as publiekly acknowledged 
Hich to be the true Meffan, were perſons 
whom neither the ſtrongeſt prejiidice* of 
education, nor the greateſt weight of cr 
ample and authority; nor the alt vieleht 
Einjitations from intereſt and reputatil; 
ebuld prevent their making this ache 
Lelgnient 5 and from thetice we f/ Thfer 


Wich the higheſt probability, that the fut 


tg and honly of heart wid yo 


produce their fübimifnon to the Tay Wd 


| was likely to 


ſomgtimes put t to 0. if ra wy the — 
faris of the gaſpel : why did Jeſus reguine, 
with ſo much earnefineſs, that the people of 
Jeruſalem ſhould. believe and acknowledge 
that he was the Chriſt? He required it, 


as 4 proof of t that integrity and candour, 
which, in their peculiar Eircumſtances, he 
perceiyed would be likely to produce their = 
obedience. to the | laws, and indeed of 
the goſpel in their. future conduct. Ager 
ably tg this interpretation of the ; matter, it 
appears, that when apy of N dow e 
wh the 8 4 1 e 
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4 Xt indeed and ye Pal know the ; 
2 255 and the truth ſhall make you free, F ol 
the Tame reaſon, when any of the Jews, 
ovefpowered by the evidence of his mira- 
cles, were ſecretly convinced that he Was 
the Chriſt, but had not the integrity and 
fortitude to acknowledge their belief be. 7 
fore, the world, their faith was in tha 
caſe Aehared by our Saviour to be,” an in- 
Lignificant and uſeleſs thing f. Anu the 
chief rulers alſo many believed on him : but be- 
cauſe of the phariſees, they did not confaſt hin, 
2% they ſhould be put out of the Synagogue; 
for they loved the PO of men more than 1 
raiſe of God. 

2. Having conſidered the hate b chit 
belie f which our Saviour demanded from 
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the Jews, we are to conſider, in the next 
place, in what ſenſe he called it the work 


of God, By this expreſſion, it is probable 
our Saviour meant to lignify, that their 


believing on him, was the firſt and funda- 
mental duty of the goſpel which he taught ; ; 
of peculiar importance to their future hap- 
pineſs; which, therefore, God. did now re- 
quire of them, as the term of their accept- 


ance with him. And from what hath been 


obſerved on the circumſtances of the Jews 
to whom this inſtruction was addreſſed, 
may be eaſy to perceive the importance 1 


this duty, and with what propriety. and 
juſtice it was called by him, The work of 


God. To this purpoſe, let it be obſerved; 


Iſt, That until they had attained that 


candour and integrity of mind, which 
ſhould have led them to a fair examination, 
and admiſfion of the evidence he had given 
of his being the Son of God, they were in 
2 corrupted. and immoral ſtate of mind; as 


* himſelf expreſſes it, They 4 loved dark- 
„ neſs 


we 


uh cke chan light. This was à Mate ay 
mind which, under every diſpenfarion f 
religion, muſt be hateful in the fight of 
God, and a bar to men's acceptatice with 
him: nay, i it is ſuch * à ſtate of thind 26 mlt 
prevent every religi us improvement men 
are capable of re receiving, either from the 
diſpenſations of the providence of Gbd,*br 
from ſuch revelations of his will, 48 le 
Way, at any tithe, be pleaſed'to give them. 
Jeſu us therefore demanded of the Jews'thit 
they ſhould believe on him whom God hid. 
bent, and called this belief the wort Uf "ON, 
38 it ſtood immediately contiected with" titit 
Integrity and honeſty of heart, without 
Which they could not, in any ſituation, be 
acceptable to God. 
2. Let it be dbſerved, that until the Jews, 
'to ber Saviour directed the Inſtrüction 
of the text, believed on him as the Sent bf | 
"God, he could be of tio adbantatze to Wir 
Fouls; and the purpoſe of bis Coming to 
1 * oe der) tolle kae Wer 
entirely 
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_ * the foot of this 5 


Mili in the Leu, Ii Chr. 4 
entirely diſappointed, Jeſus. did not affr 


his inſtructions to the world in the cha- 
rafter of a philoſopher, or of one h 
taught men their duty, and the way to 


hamppineſs, On the theories of human wiſ- 5 
dm, ſupported by a;philoſophical inveſti- 


gation and inquiry. In that caſe, he might 
have left the inſtructions which he gave, 
to be received on the footing of that rea- 
ſoning and philoſophy, whereby he ſup- 
ported them, whatever might be men's 
opinion or belief of.his.own character and 


_ deſigns. But he offered the inftruQtions of 


the goſpel, in a very different and 2 mücft | 


"43.4 


more intereſting character. .He " offered 


them, as 4 teacher ſent from God ; 3 And 


Go, YI 


therefore (added to their own. intrinſic ex- 


% $ + 2: 4 


cellence and uſefulneſs) they Wers to be 
received, as a revelation of the ill of 
God, ratified and ſealed by his authority. 


'Some of his inſtructions too, were. of ſuch 
a kind, that they could not be ee 


944 


they could not either be inveſtigated;iior | 
ſupported, by the reaſon and philoſophy of 


| men,; but contained an account of ſome 
important facts, in the government of God, 


Impoſſible to be known; except by an im- 


mediate revelation of the mind of God; 


nay, ſome of the inſtructions. Which 3 


gave the world, and which are of the higheſt 
importance in the ſyſtem of the goſpel, 
related to his on character and office, 
and the purpoſes for which God had ſent 
him to the world; and it is evident, theſe 
could not be received but upon the belief 
of his s being: a teacher ſent en 
n rom int hath been la it may 
appear of how much conſequence it was, 
that thoſe to whom the bleſſed Jeſus offered 
his inſtructions, ſhould believe he was the 
Sent of God; and why, in the firſt place, 


and with ſo much earneſtneſs, he inſiſted 


upon this, when he opened his commiſſion. 
owt character and office being ſuch as be 
Hs | + deſcribes ; ; 
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deſcribes z. ahoin: believing on him, and re- 
ceiving him, as the Sent of God, was in- 


diſpenſably pre- requiſite to their acceptance 


of the meſſage which he brought from 
God, and ; all. the religious improve- 
ments, which he intended to conduct them 


to, by the ſubſequent inſtructions of the 
goſpel. Nay, if Jeſus came into the world 
inyeſted with the character and office which 
* he claimed, the., firſt and fundamental. in- 
ſtruction of the goſpel, from the nature of 


the caſe, could be no other, than men's 


believing on him, as the.meſſenger of God, 
and their paying him a ſuitable regard, in 
this important. character. This view of 
the caſe ſuggeſts a full anſwer to the queſ- 
tion, why did Jeſus inſiſt, and lay. ſuch 


ſtreſs on men's believing. that he was the 
Sent of God, and why he called it the wort 


of Cod. It was the work of God, as it was 
the requiſite foundation, upon which alone 


he could proceed to enlighrenfand- purify 


the ſouls of men. Till this firſt point was 


gained, 


gained, Avis: office and ideen could 
of no ſignifteaney or avail. EET. 


, chat our Saviour, in the firſt ns 
demanded of the Jews, th@ they ſhould 
acknowledge him to be the meſſenger of 
God. Thi demand was made by him, as 
ir ſtood connected with that honeſty and ea 
dour, with which it was their duty to at- 
tend tothe evidence he gave ofethe truth o 
his divine commiſſion; and as it was neceſ- 
ſary to prepare them for. the iſubſequent in- 
eſtructions, and improvements, ne 
to communicate. 

Having conſidered the inkruction of 6 our 
"Saviour in the text, as it was addreſſed to 
the people of Jeruſalem; let us, in the nett 
Place, inquire in. what ſenſe: we are to un- 
derſtand it, when it is ſuppoſed - to be ad- 
Areſſed to thoſe, who are already members. 
__ «of the 1 church, and live in the 

| — — There it 
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ſtian revelation, muſt ſignify, ſuch a belief 


viz, that a nee ity at 
candour was 'tequifite àmongſt the Jews 


inovledge chat be was tne Oni: meh . 
degtee of it, Us, im "their Htustton, was 
likely to produe a ſincere obettietice” tothe : 
precepts of the goſpel in their future con- 
duct. But, in var ſituation, the ſame c- 

knowledgment does neither pre-ſuppoſe 
ſuch integrity and candour, nor does it, in 
the ſame manner, ſtand connected with our 


obedience to the g goſpel. On the contrary, | 


no two thin gs are more remote,” or oftener 
ſeparated from one another, than that beljef 
which is uſually entertained by perſons edu- 
cated in the profeſſion of the Chriſtian 
falth; and the proper influence of this belief 
upon their conduct. 
Henee de follows, that we faith of the 


Lofd Jeſus Chriſt, which is to be eſtermell 


the work of God, among thoſe "who have 
been educated in the profeſſion of the Chri- 


of 


of th "4 WY Ph * 40 his at: 
ter, as actually produces that dependance 
on him, and obedience to his laws, with 
| which it ought to be connected, and which | 
it was ſuppoſed,. and was likely to be con- 
nected with, among the Jews, to whom 
this inſtruction was firſt addreſſed. Wben 
the Jews, in our Saviour's time, | beliexed, 
and publicly acknowledged that he Wale 
Chriſt, this belief and acknow| edgmen 
muſt have proceeded from a ſincere. pr 
tion to the evidence, which he ſet before 
them, of the truth of his commiſſion, and 
from a ſerious ſenſe of its importance to 
the happineſs of men. But our belief andac- 
knowledgment of this important truth, not 
proceeding from the ſame ſincerity, and 
ſeriouſneſs of mind, but from a very diffe 
rent cauſe, it is therefore often goined 1 with 
a total inattention to his. office, and to the 
nature and importance of the meſſage 
which he brought from God. To ſupply 
this material ee and make our. % 
7 


ihe work f oe it muſt be ſuch 2s 1 tua any 
leads us to a ſerious attention to the charac 
ter and office of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
to ſuch a diſpoſition and den eanour towards 
him, as the merit, and impo rtance of his 
character, and our connexion with it, na- 
t rely ſuggeſt, This appeuts to be that 
faith in the Lord Jeſus Chtiſt, which is 
called in the New Teſtament; going 15 Him, 
tr euming 15 Him, n ek fo I 
ad haining of Mn. 
"mY confirm the trols: of the Doren c 
count, it may 'be pr er to obſerve, that: 


= 


A in the epiſtles which were directed by the 
le- apoſtles to profeſſing Chriſtians, who be- 
not liered that Jeſus was the Chriſt; hen 
and faith is recommended and preſeribed as the 


fe- | mean of their acceptance with God, and 
ith the condition of their future happineſsy 


the practical impreſſions and effects, with 


e which it ought to be connected in their 
ply hearts and lives, are expreſsly marked by 
th the apoſtles, as included in it, or as its im- 
be —» mediate 


vir een pee Rn 7. gt 1 
Nr 
of the exiſtence and 1 of the one 


trus God, and of his. faithfulneſt, and 
power to perform the promiſes which * 


* upon 5 and a er reigns 
tian and obedience. 10 his Will - 
zlſo the apoſtle Paul, in his Epiſtle >the 
Galatians +, when he deſcribes: the faith, 
which will avail a man in Jeſus Chil, 
deſcribes it to be a faith which warks; by law 
«+ The/2poftle James t, when be deſeri 
the faith, Which gives the belieyer conſe 
dence in God, deſcribes it to he à faith, 
which, is accompanied with works of right 
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amitted into the church of Chriſt, this | 
reaſon- was given by the apoſtle peter for 
admitting them *, That. God bad pur ifed 
their hearts by fatth— ? able to all this, 


tlie apoſtle to the Hebrews ſpeaks. of un- 
delief, not as an error in the underſtanding, 
but as a corruption, ſeated in the heart: 


From — and the like apoſk 0 lie de- 
kandens of the Ch aich, | 
eonclude,, that that belief in the Lord, Jeſus 
cant, which is 10 be; conſidered, as, the 
wh of Cad in ms, ſignifies ſuch a perſua · 
fon of his being the Sent of God, as pro- 
duces that uffection and regard, which, ia 
due to the merit and importance of his cha- 
ner, ' and with which this perſuaſion 
ought always 40 be connefted. in the heart 
df every honeſt man. "The office. of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt is not exhibited. before 
u in the Goin 1 en r 


. N 9 91 ine FX | 
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dining ſpeculation ; but contains an exhi- 
bition of the moſt intereſting nature; an 
fuch as ought to produce the molt imper 
tant influence on' the 
God ſent him as 4 prophet to enlig ten the 
underſtandings, and ſanctify the Rearts 


men, and to guide their net into the pal 


peace. © In this view it i is our duty, ande 
intereſt, to learn of him, and to attend 


with reverence, and eandour, to wle in- | 


He ſent to be our great viel med 0e 
advocate with the me to 3 


wou. unto Cad. In this vie * it iv en 
character; er ring 


id u po his influe 
1 \ . * 
4 oy 4 7 5 . SP: >= 1 10 


Hroigh Feſus Cbriſt our Lord Ie | 
Lord and King, and the ' gov 


this world is laid" upon bis -oalldbryi hens 


it becomes our duty to ſubmit) to his iau- 


thority, and live in obedience to his laws. 
EY 423 oh LY £736. ® 
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Ae is alſo ordained to be our judge; for 
by him we are aſſured, God will judge the 
world in righteouſneſs. In this view, we 
ought to wait for the coming of the Lord 
Jeſus, and to be directed in our conduct 
by what he hath declared to be the rule of 
his procedure at the final judgment of the 
world. Theſe regards he is intitled to 


from every man who believes he is the 


Sent of God: they are immediately ſug- 
geſted by the cl araQter and office which he 
bears, and the declared intention of his 
coming to the world : and every one who 
acknowledges him to be inveſted with theſe 
facred characters, and yet is unaffected by 
this knowledge and belief, muſt appear 
criminal and guilty in the fight of God; 
and in the judgment alſo of his own con- 
ſcience, upon a calm and impartial review. 
When profeſling- chriſtians therefore, not 
only give credit to what the goſpel hath 


declared concerning Jeſus Chriſt, but like- - 


wiſe ſtand affected towards him, in the 
Vor, I. H manner 


manner above deſeribed, they 4 
on him whom God hath ſent, and do the ut 
of Gad, ae ee 


in the text. 


the work of Gad. To this purpoſe obſerve, 
tiſt, That it is a duty which the con- 
ſciences of men, and their ſenſe of moral 
obligation, muſt ſuggeſt; upon their being 
made acquainted with his character. It 
ariſes from the dignity and merit of his 


office, as the Sent of God, and ite great | 


importance to the happineſs of men. Out 


obligation to this duty, when the Chri- 


ſtian revelation is owned to be from God, 
is as truly of a moral nature, as the obligs- 
tion we are under to. a proper temper.and 
bebaviour, in any of the relations in which 


we ſtand to God, or man: and there is no 


conſideration that can deſtroy the forex of 
this —_— obligation; thatwill notequally 


_” 


We are, in the laſt place to zue in | 
what ſenſe our believing on him, in the 
manner juſt now explained, is to be deemed | 
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deſtroy the force of any other religious ob · 
ligation whatſoever. That in one inſtance, 
our obligation is made known by the light 


of revelation, and in another by the light of 
nature, alters not the cafe ; ſince it is not 


the manner in which we come to know the 
relation wherein we ftand to other beings, 


that ſuggeſts out duty towards then; but 


our knowledge and aſſurance of the thing 
itſelf, in whatever way it is communicated 
to us. And upon out having got this no.. 
ledge and aſſurance, our moral ſenſe, or 


conſcience, ſuggeſts the obligation, and 


the nature of the thing made known pre- 
ſcribes the conſtquent duty and regard. 

2dly, Let it be obſetved, That our be- 
living on the Lord Jeſus Chr̃iſt, in the 
manner above explained, is ti6t ofily a du- 
ty of an indiſpenſably moral obligation, 


when the truth of the Chriſtian revelation 
is confeſſed, but ſuch as muſt have been 


required by our Saviour, as the funda- 
ns duty of the goſpel. It is by the 
H 2 practice 
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practice of this duty that a Chriſtian im- 


proves the character and office of the Loi 


Jeſus Chriſt, to the purpoſes for which it 


was revealed. By this duty he receives the 


inftruQions he delivers, as the truths of 


God; relies upon the aſſiſtance which be 
offers in the way to happineſs ; and thus 
puts himſelf into his hand as the Saviour 


of the world. By this means Chri/t becomes 


the wiſdom of God, and the power of God 1 


his ſalvation. Whereas, till we have thus I 


believed; his office, as the Sent of God, 
the goſpel which he taught, and- every 
mean of light or comfort which he 
brought from heaven, can be, 10 ws, of no 


advantage or avail; we muſt remain in the 


ſame ſtate of Ignorance, depravity, and 
guilt, in which we were before. Hence 


our Saviour told the Jews ty that if they 


believed not, they ſhould die in their fi 
If we conſider the matter in this light, it 
muſt appear, that our Saviour, with beer 


+ John i, 24. 


| propriety, 
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propriety, req uired this belief, as the work of 
Cod, and the neceſſary condition of our 
future happineſs : nay, from the nature of 
the caſe, it was the firſt and fundamental 


inſtruction which it behoyed him to give, 


when he publiſhed his commiſſion, If a 
prince ſhould-ſend his ſon, to ſubjects who 
had rebelled againſt his government, with 


an offer of indemnity, and with power to 


fix the terms on which it was to be ob- 
tained : if withal, he ſhould declare, that 

not only from the motive of compaſſion, 
but likewiſe to do honour to the meſſenger 
himſelf, and as the reward of his generous 
interpoſition in their behalf, he had given 
him his commiſſion; could the term of 
their forgiveneſs, and admiſſion to their 

prince's favour, be more properly expreſſed, 

than by their acceptance of this meſſenger, 
and ſubmiſſion to him, in the character and | 
office i in which he came inveſted from his 


father, and in conſequence of this their 


compliance with the ſubſequent inſtructions 
| Hyg. which 
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which he ſet before vom? Now this 


what we are to underſtand by that bella 


which our Saviour called the work of G 
From what hath been obſerved in thig 


Aae it may ſufficiently appear, why 
the faith of Jeſus Chriſt is repreſented as 2 


matter of ſuch importance in the ſyſtem. of | 


the goſpel ; why the promiſes of pardon 


and eternal life are made to it; and why, 


upon the other hand, men's unbelief is te- 
preſented as ſo criminal a thing, and fo 


fatal in its conſequences to their future in- | 


terefts. Among the Jews, the guilt of 
unbelief lay principally in this ; that from 


they rejected that illuſtrious evidence, which 


Meſſenger and Son of God. Among thi * 
who profeſs the Chriſtian faith, the guilt 
of unbelief conſiſts in this; That owning 

bim to be the Meſſenger and Son of Geld, 


they are nevertheleſs inattentive to his - 


— 2888 and di- 


the influence of ſinful prejudice and paſſion 


Jeſus ſet before them, of his being the 


vine 
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vine. improvements. from it, with a view to 
which it was revealed. Whilſt they are 
convinced, and own, that Jeſus came from 
God, inveſted with an office of the hightf 
dignity and moment, they treat hoy 
ever, as a perſon of the utmoſt inſignifi- 
cance, By this inattention or contempt, 
they not only fruſtrate the important pur- 
poſes of providence i in ſending him into this 
world, and thereby loſe the great advan- 
tages and comforts, which he is qualified 
and willing to beftow ; but muſt withal, 
be highly criminal and guilty i in the ſigh It 
of God, by this irreverent and. un grateful 
conduct: hence our Saviour declared, that 
be that believeth not is condemned. in a word A 
the Father hath committed to the Sen, the 
words of everlaſting lifes i. e. he hath com- 
miſſioned and empowered. him to beſtow 
eternal happineſs upon the ſons of men, 
and to fix the terms of their obtaining it it. 
When they, to whom this commiſſion is 
revealed, do either wantonly, or from fin- 
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its oth, are, Fo inattentive to the 
| purpoſes - for which it was revealed, they 
diſappoint. the Jaſt expedient of divine wif. 
dom and benignity, for delivering men from 
fin and miſery, and i them to * 

neſs and immortality. . 


We may conclude with the f611 W. * 
_ obſervation, Which naturally ariſes from 
what hath been delivered in this diſcourſe; 
that the man who has an honeſt heart, 
and is candidly diſpoſed to receive and do 
the will of God, on every diſcovery he ſhall 
be pleaſed to make of it, is the diſciple 
and friend of Jeſus Chriſt; or, at leaſt, is 

in that ſtate of mind which diſpoſes and 


prepares him for being his diſciple and his 


friend. He is poſſeſſed of the e 
which Jeſus approved, and promiſed to 
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reward in thoſe, by whom his inſtruction 
were embraced 3 and the want of which 
he condemned in thoſe by whom they 
pere rejected and deſpiſed. Piety and ho- 


k 
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neſty of heart, when underſtood in itsjuſt 
extent, as denoting an impartial regard to 
the will of God, in every ſignification 500 * 
pleaſed to give of it, is therefore, a ccore 
ing to the goſpel, the great mean of men's 
acceptance with their Maker. God'knows; 
in every nation upon earth, the man who 
has that piety and honeſty of heart, which 
would lead him to embrace the goſpel of 

his ſon, were it fairly laid before him, an 
in every nation, he who p frareth God and works 
th righteouſneſs, is accepted with him. Al- 
though no creature, conſcious of guilt, (and 


ſuch is every man) can claim acceptance 


with his Maker, on the merit of his ce 


duct, yet may we not believe, that through 


the merit of the great Redeemer f 
kind, every man, in every nation upon | 
earth, in whom is found the probity and 


candour which would lead him to believe - 
on Jeſus, as the Sent of God, if he- had 


had the opportunity of knowing him, ſhall 
pe oY with bim. Those, Ted to 
Mo TY 5 whom 


d e in: N ee choca 
| hath preſcribed, viz. by an bumble depend- 


hich 2 our Saviour himſelf and his ally | 
have. aſcribed. to it. Nevertheleſs, in a 
perfect conſiſtency with this, it may be 
hoped, that this bleſſed efficacy ſhall ex- 
tend to-the caſe of thoſe to whom, the go- 
| ſpel never was revealed, ſo far, at leaſt, as 
to procure for them, ſuch meaſures of con 
deſcenſion and forgiveneſs, and ſuch. an 
acceptance of their honeſty and cando 
as they could not have otherwiſe obtained. 
This remark, which, on calm attention, 
2 be found agreeable to the whole ſpirit 
and tenor ef our Saviour's inſtructions, 
deſtroys at once the ſoree of that abjeRi 
ts the Chriſtian faith, which ſome philo- 
fophers have urged with ſo much triumph, 
viz 1 it hach preſcribed 8 term of wens 
tc acceptance 
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future happineſs ; . which — to more 
than one half of the human race, who 
never heard, nor ever had it in their power 


to hear of the Ann de ys Ap is ut- 
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New the ſerpent was more fat Jas any 
Beat of the field, which the Lord God hat 
made and he ſaid unto the woman, Ye, 
bath God ſaid, ye ſhall not eat of every tre 
' of the garden? And the woman ſaid mnt 
the ſerpent, We may eat of the fruit of tht 
trees of the garden ; but of the fruit of the 
tree which is in the midft of the gardin, 
God bath ſaid, ve ſhall not eat of it, neither 
Hall ye touch it, IE ye die. And the ſer- 
' pent ſaid unto the woman, Ye ball not ſurth 
ae; ; for God knoweth, that in the day yt 
, f tat 
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eat thereof, then your ä * 8 
0 end ye Pall be as Gods, knowing good and 
; . | Tur hiſtory of the fall of our firſt pa- 
ur rents is, in ſome circumſtances of it, 


encumbered with difficulties, which it is 
not our preſent purpoſe to conſider, It 
may be proper, however,. to obſerve, on 
that part of it which has been read ; that 
the ſerpent, by whom it is ſaid, the woman 
was deceived, was in reality, that artful and 
accurſed ſpirit, who is called in ſcripture, . 
Satan, or the devil ; and who, to execute 

his malicious deſign, had aſſumed the ſer- 

pent's form. We cannot otherwiſe. ac- 

count for the ſubtilty and art, and the 

faculty of ſpeech, which are here aſcribed 
unto the ſerpent. This interpretation, 
likewiſe, is agreeable to thoſe many paſſa- 
ges of ſcripture, where the temptations 
that ſinners meet with to the commiſſion 


of 1 iniquity, are: erden to Satan,. who, is 
_ therefore 


eee 


Fer: Lane ahvctatly n She | 


nomination which is given to the deyſ}'by 
St. John 5, That old ſerpent, called the droi 


your attention to the manner in which our 
firſt parents loft their innocence and happi- 
nels, and fell into a flate of guilt and 
miſery. This, you will obſerve, was ow- 
ing to the flattery and lies that were ſet in 
oppoſition to. the truth of God. He had 
faid to our firſt parents, Of the tree which i 
in the midſt of the garden, ye ſhall not eat; 
F 
But the ſerpent ſaid unto the woman, 7: 
ſhall net furely die; for God tnoweth, that thi 


day ye eat thereof, your eyes ſhall be opentd, 


and ye flall be as Getk, bnowing quod aud evil 
Thus he 
S's CO nh 


122 | 


HY 5 Rev, xii, 9. 


In difcourling from this paſſage of ſacred 
hiſtory, 'it is principally propoſed to direct 
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artfully infinuated into the mind 
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ation, and Adam by her influence, ven- 


got the folemn warning which was given 


ferent from, nay, dea r 
which had been given by her Creator, 
gde unhappily giving credit to this inſinu- 


tured to tranſgreſs the divine comn 
and thereby loſt their innocence and hap 
pineſs. 

Thus fin, and mikey: its » neceſlary con- 
ſequence, were introduced into this world, 
by the influence of falſehood and deceit. 
God had ſaid to our firſt parents, that death 
ſhould be the conſequence of tranſgreſſing 
his command: but Satan deſcribed their 
tranſgreſſion of it, as what might be com- 
mitted with perfect ſafety; nay, with ſome 
very ſingular advantages. Truſting to his 
flattering, artificial deſcription, they for- 


by their Maker, and thus involved . 

Rios. in guilt and miſery,  — 
By attention to the hiſtory, and exjuori- 
ence of the world, and to what often pales. 
in our own breaſts, we may be able to per- 
; 8 ceĩve, 


1 | 


: 5 8 2 3 . 


ceive, that by ſome ſimilar falſehood und 
deceit, the degenerate and unfortunate poſ- 
terity of Adam, are, to this preſent day, 
ſeduced to their deſtrution. —Sinners, ſince 
that fatal period, continue to put various 
impoſtures on themſelves, and to give flat- 
tering deſcriptions to their own minds, of 
the nature and conſequences of their guilty 
conduct: and thus, after the fimilitude of 

Adam, proceed in their tranſgreſſions of the 

law of God, with hopes of Es and ** 
ceſs. 

This too, is the account which i is given 
us in ſcripture, . of the continuance. and 
progreſs of iniquity among mankind. Sin- 
ners are there ſaid, to be deceived by tht 
deceitfulneſs of fin :—to flatter - themſelves in 
their own eyes io turn the truth of God int 
aà lie:—to be in the ſnare ann 
taken captive by him at his will. 

The doctrine, therefore, which I * 
obſerve, and lead your attention to from 


this part of ſacred hiſtory, is, that 
religion 


0 
6 I ao -: 


religion which conſiſts 
and obedience to the will of _ is; 9 
ed, and proceeds upon the aer * 
the truth, and derives. its efficacy 
heart of man, from a Juſt. F 
of the real ſtate of things, as they are in 
nature: Whereas, wickedneſe or diſobe- 
dience to the will of God, proceeds from 
ignorance, and is anne e error 58 
deceit. ing 

When God, ee our kl N 
not to eat of the tree in the midſt of the 
garden, warned them of the conſequence 
of tranſgreſſing his command, and aſſured 
them it would have a fatal influence upon 
their future intereſt; he then truly and 
fairly ſet before them, the real nature of 
the caſe. When Satan, on the other hand, 


| enticing them: to eat of the forbidden tree, 


gaye a different and oppoſite repreſentation 
of the caſe; he changed the truth of G 
into a lie, and. availed himſelf of a deteſt-. - 


able falſehood and deceit. In like manner, 
Vol. I 9 he : their 
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8 their degenerate poſterity, continuing, 0 to 
Tranſgreſs the divine commands, darken, 
and impoſe upon themſelves; and in Pace 
of thoſe important truths of God, whereh 
he teſtifies againſt the wickedneſs hich 
they commit, ſubſtitute: ſome artful, flat- | 
tering deceit. Hence the prevalence of 
religion and virtue among men, is, with. 
great ſignificancy, called in ſcripture,” The 
kingdom of light and truth ; and the. preva- 
lence of ſin, The kingdom, and the power if 
darkneſs. In the firſt of theſe, men are 
guided, by a juſt diſcernment of the real 
ſtate of things as they are in nature; in the 
laſt, they are miſled by error and deceit.— 
Hence with a like ſignificancy, the ſcrip- 
tures repreſent the Creator of the world, 
as the ruler and protector of the kingdom 
of light and truthꝭ 3 and good men, as the 
dutiful and loyal ſubjes of his Kingdom; 
whilſt Satan is deſcribed, as the ruler 
of the kingdom 2 and power of darknef; 


and wicked _ as _—_— in his dark 
8 8 . 3 792 ö and 
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and miſerable kingdom. Hence, i in PR it 
is, that Jeſus Chriſt, the redeemer of man- 
kind, is ſaid to have been ſent from heaven, 
to defiroy the works of the devil. His in- 
fluence is called the marvelous light of God, 
and the glorious freedom of His children ; and 
His diſciples are ſaid, to have their eyes 
ejened, to be turned from darkneſs to eie, 
and from the power of Satan unto God. 
Thus, by the original conftinitiaa os 
our nature, there was fixed an immediate 
connexion between truth and wiſdom in 
the underſtandi ing, and the exerciſe of piety 
and goodneſs-in the heart of man. By this 
original conſtitution, the great truths of 
God, were they ſeen in all their evidence, 
and attended to in all their conſequences, ö 
would irreſiſtibly determine men to do the 
will of God, and live in obedience to his 
commands, Our firſt parents had hitherto 
preſerved their innocence, by a firm belief 
of the truth, which their maker had de- 
di, That i in the day they eat of the tree" in 
1 * the 


146 


the mid of the 0 they faould furtl du, 
When Satan therefore formed the i intention 
of corrupting them, bis firſt attempt was ſo 
darken and miſlead their underſtandings, 
and create in them a diſbelief of his ap l 
declaration : he knew no other x W., 
which he would be able to Wee bs 
malicious deſign, The tranſgreſſion of 
God's command; which they had been told, 
would have a. moſt pernicious influence 
upon their future happineſs, Satan pre- 
ſented, as an harmleſs, nay, a be 
thing. Dazzled and deceived by ns inf 
nuating axtifice, they loſt fight of... the. 
ſolemn admonition which was given them., 
and thus ventured to tranſgreſs dhe com- 
mand of God, with hopes of impunity and 
fafety. Had they not liſtened to, and at 
length believed the flatteries and lieg that 
were ſuggeſted by this grand deceiver,. the 
truth of God, kept fully in their view, 
would have baffled all his artifice * 
lice. | 2 
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Is is in theſame manner, that this grand 
deceiver fill deceives the world, aid thut 
the heart of man; cor upted by his artifice, 
impoſes on itſelf. Our Bleſſed Saviour has 
given this account of the origin and prö- 
greſs of iniquity among mankind. Ev 
one that dbeth evil, huteth the Might, ntilbor 
cometh to the light, * 4 his des di but be 
reproved, That is, every one, who wilfully 
committeth what is wrong, is forced to the 
unnatural and hateful ſhift 6f loving Aar f- 
neſs, rather than light, or of concealing from 
himſelf, by flatteries and lies, the hateful 
nature, tid fad effects of the wrong wich 
he commits. Our Saviour adds, He comer 
nit to the light, lin his dbeds fhotild' be re- 
proved, He avolds a clear diſcernment of 
the truths of God, left he ſhould perceive 


his own deformity and guilt, and de there- 


by forced into 4 painful condemfation of 


himſelf, 


* # jlin 7266 Ain nnn 
N Did 
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r 
3 <4" g 


Did PWR appear to the con an 
of men, in its natural and proper ſhape; 
were its fatal conſequences in the ſp of 
ment of God, placed fairly and fully in 
their view, it would be almoſt impoſſible 
for them, deliberately to practiſe t. All 
the underſtanding and diſcernment, which 
God hath given them, and every motive 
that is fitted to influence the conduct of 2 
reaſonable creature, would riſe up together 
in reſiſtance to it.. But it was at firſt ad- 
mitted into this world by flatteries and lies; 
and by the ſame means it ill maintains its 
baneful empire in the heart of man. On 
this account, ſinners are, with great pro- 
priety, in ſcripture denominated fools; 3 and 
ſin is denominated folly. Every ſinner, 
when he violates the laws of God, is be- 
fooled, and cheated, by his own. imagina | 
tion, and the arts of Satan, in a matter that 
concerns his everlaſting intereſt; and were 
it not for the impoſtures, which he puts 


upon himſelf, he would inſtantly abandon 
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the evil of his ways, as the moſt pernicious 
and deſpicable folly. Sinners may allege, 
as they often do, that the friends of reli- 
gion are the credulous, and ſimple part of 
mankind ; but the greateſt ſimpletons on 


earth, are they who are deceived by 1 the de- | 


ceitfulneſs of ſin, and the ſnares of Satan, 
to their own deſtruction. As the fiſhes that 
are taken in an evil net, and the birds that are 
caught in the ſnare, fo are the ſons of men. 
fared in an evil time, when it falleth Jon: - 
ly upon them, | 
Before we finiſh the illuſtration of the 
doctrige, ſuggeſted from this part of ſacred 
hiſtory, it is proper to make the following 
obſervation, That though wickedneſs de- 


Tives its efficacy from the arts of falſehood 


and deceit ; yet, by a ſerious attention to 
the truths of God, impreſſed upon the heart 
of man, by the ſpirit of the God of truth, 5 
its deceitfulneſs may be expoſed, and the 
malice of the grand deceiver happily con- 

trolled. Adam had, undoubtedly, ability 


$$ | On the Hf of the 


from God, to detect the artifice of kid 4 
ftroyer ; 3 and might have baffted all Sh 


forts of his fraud : and although the facultics 


of man have been ſadly weakened ſince his 


firſt apoſtacy from God, yet by the aſfit- 
ance of the Great Reſtorer of the titan 
race, he may be ſtill able to eſcape the ſnares 


that are laid for his deſtruction. It i is 


therefore ſtill owing to a voluntary falſe- 


| hoad, and diſhoneſty of heart, and a will- 


ingneſs to be deceived, that any of the ſons 
of men are drawn into deſtruction. In this 


— 


manner the apoſtle Paul accounts for the 


mind, —Thus alſo he accounts eo 


de Wk go i 
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idolatry and darkneſs which overſpread the | 
heathen world. zen they knew Gul, 
they glorified Him not as God, neither. were 


thankful; ; but became vain in their i imaging- | 
tions, and their fooliſh hearts were darkened. ad 


As they did not like to retain God in their | 
khowledge, God gave them over to a reprobat : 
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aboftacy and corruption of the Chriſtian 


church. Becauſe they received not” "the 
hwledge of the truth, that they might be 
ſaved; for this caiiſe Gid ſhall ſend them 1 firong 
deluſion, that they ſhould believe a lie. 
From the illuſtration given of the do- 


trine, obſerved from this part of ſacred hiſ- 


tory, the e following reflections naturally ly 
ariſe : 

Firſt, We may obſerve the intereſting 
light, in which it leads us to confider' 95 
character and office of our bleſſed Lord. 
He was manifeſted, we are told, +7 de 
rey the works of Satan, that is, to reverſe 
the artifice, by which A corrupted our firſt 
parents, and to reſcue their poſterity from 
its pernicious effects. By the ſnares of 
Satan, fin entered into this world, and death 
by n. By Jeſus Chriſt, grace and truth 
came into the world, and life and inimorta- 
My . were * brought to va 1 e is therefore 


called 


| eſcape from the miſeries, which ſin has in- 
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called the true and living way; and who- 
ſoever follows him, ſhall not walk in dark- 
neſs, but ſhall ſee the light of life. By bis 
heavenly direction, he ſhall clearly ſee thoſe 
ſacred and important truths, which, by the 
fall of our firſt parents, were unhappily i in- 
volyed in darkneſs. He ſhall gradually 


troduced amongſt the human race; and, at 
length, ſhall be conducted to a better para- 
diſe, than that from which our firſt parents 
were expelled. Happy then are they who 
reſign themſelves unto the influence of his 
unerring light; miſerable, doubly miſera- 
ble, are they, who wilfully remain. in the 
fatal error and iniquity of their firſt parents, 
whilſt he, who is the true and living way, 
and the great ſhepherd c of the ſheep, is offer- 
ing to conduct them, _ | 
__2dly, We may obſerve, what; a | frong 
argument is ſuggeſted by the doctrine as 

above explained, in favour of a religious 
1 life. Religion, ronkifting | in a courſe of 
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obedience to the will of- God, i is that courſe 
of life, which the moſt enlightened, and 
unbiaſſed exerciſe of underſtanding, would 
perſuade us to; and which every man, 
did he calmly and candidly attend to its 
real nature, and certain conſequences, 
would undoubtedly embrace. Irreligion, 
on the other hand; proceeds upon a fatal 
ignorance, or a miſtaken apprehenſion of 
its real nature and effects; and every ſin- 
ner, did he ſee himſelf, and the iſſues of 
his conduct in their proper light, would 
find himſelf reduced to the neceflity, either 
of abandoning a ſinful life, or of living 
ſelf. condemned. Hence, in the holy 
ſcriptures, men are called, to think upon 
their ways, and ſhew that they are men.— 7 
ponder the path of their feet, that their ways 
may be eftabliſhed ; and our bleſſed Saviour, 
to mark the ignorance and folly of a ſinner, 
 Cſeribes the , * as r to him- 


felfs 
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Fel i. e. as coming to the exerelſe df ky 
underſtanding, when he thou; ght of return 
ing to his father's houſe, Wh an intereſt. | 
| Ing and important difference is this; hom 
foretbly ſhould it recommend feligibn th 
the choice of every reaſonable mann 
"ty, We may obſerve, from the doc. 
trine, ſuggeſted by the paſſage of ficted 
Hiſtory now before us; that the Happir 
and fatisfation, which religion gives, reſt 
upon a ſolid and immovable foundation. 
Proceeding from a juſt diſcerrimetit of the 
. truths of God, * of the teal fate of 
things as they are in nature, it muff cher. 
fore remain immoveably the ſatne, lll 
thoſe truths of God, and this diſcernment 
of them, ſhall remain, © Hat our firſt pa- 
rents continued in tlie knowledge and be- 
lief of the truth, which their Nager had 
declared, they had preſetyed their irind6er 
and their happineſs for ever. Theit depar- 
ture from the happineſs of their firſt eſtate 
proceeded from their departure from the truth 


- 


into 
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into a lie. — Hence by the wiſe Man . 
the righteous is ſaid to he on an verigfling 
fundation © and eur Saviour 5 defſeribes 
him, as having built hit bouſs unen the rec, 
which, therefore, cannat he overthrown... 
zthly, Obſerve, that the happineſs of a; 
ſinful creature, or the pleaſure and advan» 
tages which he derives ftom his guilty: 
cond uCt, ; reſt upon 4 very moveable ; and 
preearious foundation, and therefore can 
not be of long continuance. Sin, and the 
enjoyment which it gives the ſinner, arg: 
the unnatural productions of falſehood and: 
deceit, But it is impoffible that this de- 
ceit ſhould be permitted to prevail for ever: 
in the confciences of men, or to give per- : 
petual tranquillity, under the adminiſtratians po. 
of a juſt and righteous Gad. Under his: 
adminiſtration, every thing that is unna+» 
tural ſhall be deſtroyed, and tends, from 
the beginning, to its own ror and ; 
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every part of the creation, in ſpite of extty 


artifice, will work itſelf at length into 
that ſtate which the Creator of the world 


intended for it. Flatteries and lies, and ä 


the nite of Sand robs": dee ul winks, 
being altogether an unnatural foundation, 


on which to build the happineſs of a 12. 


tional and moral agent, it muſt, therefore, 
at length, be undermined : and when this 
unnatural foundation fails, the ſinner muſt 
| Inevitably fink into defenceleſs and 
deſpair. 
Our Saviour has ſet this matter in the 
ſtrongeſt light. * This, ſays he, is th 
condemnation, that light is come into the world, 
and men have loved darkneſs rather than light, 
becauſe their deeds were evil. For every ont 
that dbeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh 
to the light, left his deeds ſhould be reproved 
At the future judgment of the world; when 
the works of God ſhall be put into their 
final order and  tabliſhment, light will 


9 Joha i iii. 19. | 
conquer 
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conquer darkneſs, and truth will triumph 
over falſehood ; in conſequence of which, 
the evil deeds of men-will be reproved ; being 
dragged from that obſcurity, in which 
they were concealed, by artifice and falſe- 
hood; they will appear before the con- 
ſcience of the ſinner, in all their baſeneſs 
and deformity; and hence his final con- 
demnation and miſery will proceed. 
_ 5thly, Obſerve, that the enjoyment of a 
ſinner, in the courſe of a ſinful life, muſt 
not only, for the reaſon given, be of ſhort 
continuance, but ſucceeded alſo by the 
deepeſt anguiſh, - Although no formal ſen- 
tence was to be pronounced againſt the 
wickedneſs of men, by the righteous Judge 
of all the earth; yet the conſcience of a 
ſinner, ſet free from the artifice and falſe- 
hood by which he was deceived, would 
cauſe him to condemn himſelf with inex- 
preſſible confuſion. To the puniſhment of 
his iniquity, nothing/.more is requiſite, 
than to trip it of the falſe, artificial diſ- 
Fo guiſe, 
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guiſe, under which it hid its oun -deſpe. 


ity, and to place it fairly in the view 


his reflecting mind. In the caſe of our 
firſt parents, though Gad had interppſed no 


poſitive exertion of his juſtice, yet a8. ſoon 


as they reflected calmly on their conduct, 


they could not miſs to feel a deep contri- 
tion and remorſe, from the conſci uſneſs 
their ingratitude and baſeneſs, in 


ſing the divine command: — 0d Nike 


manner, every inſtance of iniquity which 
men commit, gradually tends, and will at 


length be followed by the ſame fatal con- 


ſequence. Our bleſſed Saviour hath ſo- 


lemnly forewarned us of this conſequence: 
+ * 4 1 e e 


my words, bath one that judgeth him: tht 

ward: that I have ſpoken, the. ſame ſhall judge 
bem in the laſt day. That is, the truths of 
7 _ publiſhed in the goſpel, mn my 
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ſhall be placed wel the conſcience of a 
inner, in all their evidence and moment, 
will riſe up in judgment, againſt the wick 
edneſs which he hath done, and force him 
to a final and eternal condemnation of him- 
ſelf. . 
bthly, Obſerve the. thin partition which” 
livides between the wickedneſs of men, 
and that future condemnation and remorſe 
which it will create in them, upon a calm 
and ſerious review; nothing but that la- 
boured ignorance, and thoſe affected flat= 
teries and lies by which the ſinner hides the 
batefulneſs of his iniquity from himſelf, This 
is the whole of his defence; all that ſtands: 
between him, and that mournful anguiſh 
and remorſe, which the conſtitution of his 
nature and the juſtice of his Maker have 
entailed upon the fins of men. In the caſe 
of our firſt parents, how quick was the 
tranſition, from the flatteries and arts of 
Satan, to the anguiſh and aſtoniſhment 
that ſeized upon their guilty minds, after 
You ; they 
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they had Wallersee the command of Got 


While: they liftened, and were yielding to 
the ſhare, they thought of nothing but of 
pleaſure and ſecurity, and of adding to tbe 
happineſs of their preſent fate ; afid very 
probably they enjoyed a momentary tranſ. 
port, when they taſted the beloved Fruit, 
But no ſooner was the wickedneſs com- 
ni mitted, than the momentary tranſport ex- 
pired; and their confidence and joy were 
changed into confuſion and deſpair. Their 
eaſe preſents us with a ſtrong example of 
the caſe of every finner who is flattered an 
enticed by the deceitfulneſs of fin, compared 
with. what is ſoon to be his caſe, When 
Gdeath ſhall chafe away, for ever, theſe de- 
eeitful ſnares, and leave him quite deſence- 
leſs and diſmayed; a prey to everlaſting 
anguiſh and remorſe, With great propri- 
ety, therefore, are the hopes of happineſz 
which the ſinner entertains, and the arts | 
by which he keeps himſelf in peace; com- 
pared in fcripture to the ſpidet's web, 
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which indeed is artfully and finely wrought, 
but miſerably thin, and weak, which every 
the ſmalleſt accident is able to deſtroy, -- 
-thly, Obſerve the unnatural tate of mind 
to which the ſinner is reduced, by the con» 
ſciouſneſs of guilt, He muſt not only bas 
niſh from his ſight the truths of God, and 
put ſome ſpecious impoſture in theit place, 
upon the deliberate. conimiffion of every 
ſingle act of wickedneſs ; but the whole 
plan and tenor of his life muſt be coveretl 
with a veil of darkneſs and diſguiſe. For 
his own tranquillity and comfort, he muſt 
exclude, as much as poſſibly he can, thoſe 
bleſſed truths, the ſight of which ſpreads 
light and joy throughout the reſt of the 
works of God. That this world was cre- 
ated by the power of God; that He whio | 
made this world governs it, in wiſtletn, 
righteouſneſs, and . goodneſs; that He is 
the friend and rewarder of the juſt, the 
enemy and puniſher of wickedneſs; that 
the ſoul of man was made for imniortality, 
"5 WY 1 
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andd that Chriſt, the Son of God, has clears 
ly brought this [fe and immortality to Abr: 
theſe joyful and ſalutary truths, he is de- 
ſirous to conceal, for ever, from himſelf, 
or to deſpiſe them, if he can, as the fic. 
tions of a credulous and deluded fancy, | 
His comfort and ſecurity depends upon 
the ſad reverſe of theſe delightful truths, 
He is forced to fly for refuge to theſe dark 
and hideous proſpects, viz. that there is no 
God, no providence, no future ſtate, that 
no. diſtinction ſhall be made between the 
| righteous and the wicked, at the end of 
life; but that each of them ſhall ſink, for 
ever, into nothing. This is the unnatural 
and diſmal ftate of mind to which he is 
reduced. He loves darkneſs rather than the 
light he dares not come into the bight _ his 
deeds ſhould be reproved. | 
 - 8thly, Obſerve the e 


tolerable nature of that future miſery be, 


which is to ſucceed to the pleaſures of a 
ſinful life. It muſt be unavoidable, for 
a | 1 1 it 


* 
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it will proceed immediately from the 
guilty man himſelf, and from the light 
and truth of God, forced into his mind, in 
ſpite of all his artificial darkneſs and diſ- 
guiſe. In the language of the apoſtle +, 


When he ſhall ſay peace and ſafety, then 
ſudden dęſtruction cometh, as travail on 4 


woman with child, and he ſhall not ef- 
cape, How can he eſcape ? Or whither 


| ſhall he fly from this internal miſery ? He 


may cry to the mountains and to the.rocks 
to cover him, but they ſhall not be able to 


| conceal his conſcious wickedneſs, or ſereen 


him from the, anguiſh which the fight of 
his W ſhall awaken in his guilty 
ſoul. 

In the ſame light, we may perceive the 
intolerable nature of this future miſery. 
When calamity befalls an innocent and 
virtuous man, who has nothing i in his own | 


conduct to condemn, as the cauſe of his 


t 1 Theſf. v. Ze 55 
K 3 calamity, 
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ealamity, he can recolle@ himſelf, and Af. 
femble all the fortitude and vigour of his 
mind, to ſupport him under it. This z;- 
ſpirit of a man may bear. But when one 
becomes the guilty author of his own ca- 
lamity; then all the ſtrength and refolu- | 
tion of his heart muſt fail, and the anguiſh 
"which he ſuffers, muſt be deſtitute of every 
' ſource of conſolation or ſupport. This is 
the wounded ſpirit which none can bear. 
_gthly, In the laſt place, we may obſerve, 
from the doctrine, as above explained, the 
deſperate madneſs, and depravity of ſcoffing 
at religion, or of making fin the ſubject of 
our jeft and laughter. They are fools, 28 
Solomon ones it, who make a mock at 
ſm. Such perſons are making that the ſub- 
ject of their jeſt, which will, ere long, 
prove the ſource of everlaſting anguiſh in 
their boſoms ; and in truth preſent us with 
a more melancholy ſpectacle, than the 
ſight of a delirious captive ſporting with 


his chains; or of a condemned malefactor, 
| laughing 


laughing at the 1 of his i approach 


ing execution. 
Theſe reflexiqns naturally arifa from the 


ſubject of this diſcourſe. They claim your 


attention and regard; and every wiſe man 
will lay them to bis heart. Let it be con- 


ſidered, that truth and falſchood, righte- 
ouſneſs and wickedneſs, and their different 
tendencies and iſſues, are unalterably fixed 
in nature, independent of the imaginations 
of men concerning them; and will not 

change their nature and effects by the arti- 
ficial deceits whereby the ſinner now im- 


poſes on himſelf. If then the doctrines of 


religion have given us à trus account of 
the ſtate of things, as they are in nature, 
it muſt be of everlaſting donſequence to 
every man, to admit a juſt view and ſenſe 
of them into his mind. His higheſt wiſ⸗ 
dom muſt conſiſt in the knowledge and 
belief of them : his virtue and perfection 
muſt conſiſt in his acting upon the influ- 


* of this knowledge and belief; 1 and 
K 4 from 
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Fro a his final METS and e com. 
fort muſt ariſe. Upon the other hand; the 
moſt deplorable ignorance and folly . 2 
finner, lies in his ignorance or diſbelief 
of the doctrines of religion: his iniquity 
and guilt conſiſts in excluding the impreſ- 
fion of them from his heart, and from 
thence his future miſery muſt low. The 
firſt of theſe was the ſtate of our firſt pa- 
Tents, prior to their eating of the forbid- 
den tree, the laſt became their ſtate after 
their commiſſion of that fatal crime. 
Sinners, for a while, may flatter themſelue . 
in their own eyes, and preſumptuouſly de- 
ſpiſe the prudence and precaution of the 
man who feareth God. But how ſoon will 
their ideas be reverſed ! ! The period is faft 
approaching, when the hatefulneſs of thei? 
iniquity will be expoſed, and their con- 
tempt and hatred turned againſt them- 
ſelves : nay, when they ſhall feel a ſtrange 
aftoniſhment, at the ſight of their own pre- 
ſumptuouſneſs and = in rejecting the 
| truths 
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truths of God, —When, at the voice of 
God, Noah, moved with fear, prepared 
the ark to ſave himſelf from the approach- 
ing deluge, no doubt the men of that li- 
centious age held him in contempt, and 
laughed at the ſuppoſed credulity and folly 
of his conduct. But when the deluge 

came, and began to overwhelm them, with 
what horror and amazement would they 
be forced to ſee their own preſumptuouſ- 
neſs and folly, and to applaud the wiſdom 
and precaution of that holy man? When 
Lot, warned by God of the approaching 
ruin of the cities of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah, departed from them, to preſerve his 
life; we may, in like manner, believe, he 
was deſpiſed by the reſt of the inhabitants, 
as a credulous and ſimple man. But how 
ſoon would their contempt be turned againſt 
themſelves, and their laughter changed into 
horror and diſmay, when they ſaw the de- 
vouring flames deſcending from the e . 


and their cities all involved i in the dreadful 
con- 


W 06 


conflagration | Such, we have reaſon; te 
apprehend, will be the horror and amaze» 
ment of the wieked,. at the eee, 
of the world. 
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The Deceitfulneſs of Sin. 


PSALMS xxxvi. 2. 


Ze fatiereth bimlif in bis cus qe till hi 
iniguity be found to be hateful 5 


HE author of this pſalm, from the be- 
ginning of it to the fifth verſe, deſcribes 
the character and conduct of a wicked 
man, The firſt part of the deſcription is 
given in the preceding verſe, There is no 
Fear of God before his eyes, that is, he has 

caſt off all reverence for God, in the con- 
duct of his life. To this he adds, in the 
words of the text, He flattereth himſelf in hut 
1 2 = 7 ne 
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otun eyes : this is added by the pſalmiſt, as 
an explication of the firſt part of his de- 
ſcription, and as the circumſtance" ac- 
counts for his having caſt off the fear of 
God. For, ſays the pſalmiſt, he * 
himſelf in his own eyes. | 

The: words of the text, viewed in this 
' Connexion, ſuggeſt the following obſerva- 
tion; that the way by which a ſinner is 
enabled to diſmiſs the fear of God, and 
thereby to harden himſelf in his iniquity, 
is, the flattering himſelf i in his own eyes. - 
By this flattery of himſelf, we are to un- 
derſtand, thoſe artificial deceits which the 
ſinner impoſes on himſelf, and whereby 
he entertains the expectation of impunity 
and ſafety, in the commiſſion of his wick- 
edneſs. He thus flatters himſelf, till the 
batefulneſs of his iniquity be found. . Iniquity 
is hateful in its own nature, and fatal in its 
conſequences, therefore the ſinner muſt 
diſguiſe its hatefulneſs, and- hide its conſe - 


quences from himſelf, ere he can live i in 
| „ the 
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the commiſſion of it, with any colerable 
meaſure of tranquillity. £8 
The deceits by which the ſinner thug 
impoſes on himſelf, may be very different 
and various, according to the circum- 
ſtances and the diſpoſitions of the perſons 
by whom they are admitted, and it is not 
very eaſy to diſcoyer every one of them, 
There are, however, ſome capital and lead= 
ing ones, pointed out in holy ſcripture, or 
ſuggeſted by the hiſtory and experience of 
the world, Theſe I have propoſed to 
mention, and to put you on your guard 
zgainſt, in the following diſcourſe. 

1. The firſt inſtance of this kind which | 
| ſhall take notice of, is a ſtudied infidelity, . 
and an affected endeavour to deſpiſe the 
evidence on which the belief of the great 


ſtands ; ſuch as the exiſtence and perfec- 
tions of Almighty God, his moral govern- 
ment of this world, and a future judg- 
ment. In all ages of the world, ſinners 
have 


and fundamental doctrines of religion 
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| have employed their deepeſt artifice = 
ſkill, to weaken the evidence of n 
portant truths, with a view to preſerve 
their quiet, in the practice of iniquity. 
The perſons who are under the influence 
of this deceit, are deſcribed by the prophet 


 Ifaiah, in the following manner: * They ll 


evil good, and good evil; they put darkn 
for light, and light for darkneſs ; bitter fir 
fevert, and ſweet for bitter. They are de- 
ſcribed by the Pſalmiſt, as ſaying, + Hon 
abth God know, and is there. knowledge:inthe 
Men High? God hath A He will 
never ſee it. 
Tt is not propoſed, at preſent, inquire 
into the force of the evidence which God 
has given us of the truth of theſe great and 
fundamental doctrines of religion. It will 
be ſufficient to anſwer the purpoſe of this 
diſcourſe, to make the two following re- 
marks, | 


* Ifaldh 4, 2 f PF, laxili, 1. 


243. 
ift, That it is the height of folly, either 
to reject theſe doctrines of religion, or to 
treat them with contempt, until we can 
ſay, we have examined the evidence on 
which they have been received, with the 
utmoſt exactneſs and candour in our power. 
On the one hand, if theſe doctrines ſhall be 
ſound to be the truths of God, the conſe- 
quences of a ſinful life muſt be for ever 
fatal, If, on the other hand, we ſhould 
happen to be deceived in the belief of them, 
no hurtful conſequence, however, can en» 
fue, This retnark is not made; to prove 
the truth of the doctrines of religion, hut 
to prove the folly and preſumption of the 
inner, when they are rejected or deſpiſed 
by him at random, on no examination, or 
a flight examination, or, indeed, on any 
leſs evidence, than fuch as irreſiſtibly 
forces him to a conviction of their falſe- 
| hood, ge ooo | 
In all other caſes, where men's intereſts 
ue concerned, ky would certainly be deems 


ed 
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ed a fool, who proceeded with the fame | 
degree of raſhneſs and preſumption, which 
the ſinner ſhews with —_— to his eternal 
un. This leads to tze 
2d Obſervation; That without * 
mining the degree of evidence, which is 
offered in ſupport of the doctrines of reli. | 
gion, we may venture, nevertheleſs, to 
affirm, with ſtrong aſſurance, that it is at 
| leaſt equal to the evidence, upon which 
men conſtantly proceed, without the 
ſmalleſt heſitation, in all their other in- 
tereſts. Let a man candidly compare the 
evidence, which is given in ſupport of the 
great principles of religion, with that evi- 
dence by which he is determined, when 
he conſults his temporal proſperity, or 
guards againſt the dangers to which it is 
expoſed; and he will not heſitate a mo- 
ment, to declare in favour of the wiſdom of 
a religious life. We may therefore ſafely 
put the matter on this iſſue, that if a man 


had as much evidence of the dangerous 
and 
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and hurtful tendency of any meaſure, in 
the conduct of his temporal affairs, (what- 


procure) as is given to convince him, that 


fool by all the world, if that meaſure * 
adopted by him. 3 
Perſons of the character, whereof we are. 


* 


the arguments in favour of religion, are 
built upon uncertain proſpects of futurity; 
that they refer to objects which are diſtant, 


we may be eaſily deceived.— But do not 


tant buſifieſs, or tranſaction, upon earth, 


tereſt, or pleaſure, in the hope of ſome ſu- 
periour intereſt, or pleaſure, that is future 
and inviſible. The ſtateſman, the ſoldier, 6 
the merchant, the artificer; every man, 
Vow - L who 


ever preſent intereſt or pleaſure it might. 


2 ſinful life will be fatal to his everlaſting 
intereſt, he would be deemed an egregious. 


now ſpeaking, are ready to contend, that. 


and inviſible, and wherein (it is thought) 


1 


all the projects of this life proceed upon 
proſpects of futurity? Is there any impor- 


in which men don't reſign ſome preſent in- 


A is employed i in the buſineſs 6f x ke be- 
ſighs ſome portion of his preſent eaſe; and 
| Eberty, and of his preſent intereſt, or pi. 


ſire, in purſuit of ſomething future, and 
inbindle —Eet a wiſe man conſider, If in 
any one of his piirſuits, he has greater afſu- 


rande of the conſequerice and iſſue of his 


conduct, than God has given bim of the 
oppolite effAs of a religious and f 
life. „ 
I is tne, we e have no abb, or ape. 


| rience, of the conſequences of men's con- 


duct i in à future life, as we have of the 


conſequences of their conduct in this pre- 
ſent life; and therefore the arguments, 


which are offered with relation th the firſt 
of theſe, do not ſtrike the ſenſes and ima- 
gination with an equal force. It ought, 
rievertheleſs, to be conſidered, whet 

evidence, which hath been siven, of a 
future judgment, and eternal world, from 
reaſon and conſcience, from the order and 


adminiſtration of Divine Prov dende, and 


from 


47 


from the tb of the tk will not 
appear to be of equal ſtrength, when it is 
calmly and impartially attended to, though 


hd it is not accompanied with the experience, 
In and examples, which we have in our tem- 
us poral affairs; and whether, if a man is not 
lis determined by this evidence, he would be 
he determined in his conduct by it, although 
ul one, riſing from the dead, ſhould atteſt its 
2 truth upon his perſonal experience, Qn 
5 this view of the matter, our Saviour makes 
* Abraham, in the parable *, affirm, that if 
e e rich man's brethren would not balieve Moſes 
F and the prophets, neither would they believe, 
1 though one ſhould riſe from the dead. 
t 2, Another inſtance of deceit, by which 


ſinners ſeem to flatter, and impoſe upon 
themſelves, is a fond imagination of their 
own innocence, even in the courſe of an 
irregular and ſinful life, They artfully 
perſuade themſelves, that there cannot.be 
ſuch malignity or guilt in what they do, as 


» Luke vi. 31. WH 4 
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that i it ſhould expoſe them to-the diſpleaſur⸗ 


6f their Maker, or draw after it any great 
or laſting puniſhment: they preſume, 
therefore, God will overlook the an 
rities and errors of their lives, or find out 
fome merciful expedient, whereby: they 
may eſcape with ſafety and ſucceſs, 

This inſtance of deceit is uſually y- 
ported i in the minds of men, by ſome appa- 


rent circumſtances of alleviation or excuſes 


ſuch as the ſtrength of the temptation, by 
which they were ſeduced, the weaknefs of 
the nature God hath given them, the vio- 
lence of paſſion, the force of cuſtom, ex- 
ample, and the like. The Pſalmiſt ſeems 
to point at this ſpecies of deceit, when he 
repreſents the Almighty as admoniſhing the 
wicked in the following manner. * Theſe 


things thou haſt done, and ] lept ſilence : thou 


thoughteſt I was altogether ſuch a one as th 4 
ſelf; that is, that T had the ſame idea of 
thy guilt, with which thou hadſt flattered 
and deceived thyſelf. Therefore, ( the 


* Pſ. I. 27. 
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Almighty adds) I will reprove thee, and ſet 


them (viz. the things which thou haſt done) 
in order before thee. 

Probably ſome flattering 1 of 
this nature was ſuggeſted to the minds of 


our firſt parents, when they ventured to 


tranſgreſs the divine command. In the de- 
ſeription, which is given of their tranſgreſ- 
ſion, it is ſaid , That the woman, when. ſhe 


| Jaw that the tree was good for food, and that 
it was pleaſant to the eyes, and a tree to be 
 defired to make one wiſe, took of the fruit 


thereof, and did eat, and gave alſo to ber huſ- 
band. She imagined\ it would ſeem, that 
the eating of a tree, which was good for 
food, pleaſant to the eyes, and fit to make 
one wiſe, could not be ſo criminal a thing, 
or ſo hurtful in its conſequence, as ſhe had 
bitherto believed; therefore ſhe did eat of 
it, and her huſband with her. By a like 
inſinuating ſnare, are their ignorant poſte- 
rity, to this preſent day, corrupted and 


. Gen, i ſs 6. 


L 3 deſtroyed. 


I” 
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deſtroyed. Hence it is that ſinners Teak 
with ſo much confidence, of their irregular 
-and ſinful lives, and repreſent the ſins they 
have committed as innocent, or excuſable 
infirmities, which cannot merit any high 
diſpleaſure from almighty God, or draw 
any very hurtful conſequences from the al- 
tice of his government. 

To put men upon their guard againſt this 
inſtance of deceit, let the two as. 
obſervations be attended to: 4 

iſt, That notwithſtanding the i ignorance | 
and corruption of our preſent ſtate, fo 
much of our original rectitude remains, 
that without any laboured cultivation, the 
conſciences of men do ſtill perceive a very 
- odious deformity in ſome inſtances of wick- 
_ edneſs ; and lead, not only to a ſtrong in- 
dignation againſt the criminal, but to 2 
ſtrong perſuaſion, that Providence will 
ſome time or other interpoſe, and exert its 
juſtice, in his puniſhment. In the caſe, 
for inſtance, of unprovoked, malicious 
1 uelty, a 
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cruelty, or when a man wickedly betrays 
his friend, his father, or his country; or 
commits ſome. atrocious act of oppreſſion, 
ingratitude, or inſolence; every man, ex- 
cept the criminal himſelf, and the aſſociates 
of his crime, would feel the height of i in- 


dignation, and a ſtrong demand, that God 


ſhould interpoſe the marks of his diſplea- 
ſure. It therefore, certainly, deſerves our 
moſt ſerious conſideration, if any ſin com 
mitted againſt the government of God; 


that God, who is infinitely great and good ; 
the origin of all our happineſs, and the 


foundation of all our hopes; does not imply 


in it, ſuch a degree of guilt as ought to, 


raiſe a like indignation in our breaſts, and 
a like expectation from the hand of God; 


and if it be not owing to an unnatural 
darkneſs and depravity, that any voluntary 


violation of the holy! laws and ſtatutes of 


Jehovah's kingdom, appears to us to be an 
inconſiderable guilt, which, we therefore 


| hope, may be committed with impunity. 


ä The 


182 De Deceitfulneſs of Sin. 
*The three following circumſtances, which 5 fir 
| every man may be able to obſerve, make en 
what we have now In e 4 m 
bable. WT 
1. That the moſt immoral av" Ate pl 
doned ſinner, ſeems not fully to perceive fe 
his own deformity, or the horror of his Cc 
crimes; nay, he juſtifies himſelf, and con- W 
ceals the baſeneſs of his guilty conch, Pl 
under ſome ſpecious form of innocence, to 
2. That when a ſinner is converted to — 
the path of holineſs and virtue, and the at 
diſpoſitions of his heart are changed, he 21 
immediately perceives the deformity and 
hatefulneſs, not only of the moſt atroci- re 
ous immoralities, but even of thoſe which p 
paſs in the general eſtimation of the world, 0 
and paſſed with himſelf before, as very par- 
donable faults, if not as things entirely 2 
innocent. e 
3. That in proportion to che nnen | 1 
and improvement of the heart in piety and r. 


holineſs, the deformity and baſeneſs of a. 
ſinful 


> If 


ſinful life; and the oppoſite importance and 


excellence of holineſs, becomes more and 
more affecting and remarkable. 

Theſe circumſtances render it extremely 
probable, . (even in the way of preſent ob-, 


ſervation and experience) that when ſinners 


come to ſee themſelves, and the iniquities 
which they have done, in their true and 
proper light, their ideas of them will * 
totally reverſed. 

To put men further on their Shoes 
againſt the inſtance of deceit, of which we 


are now ſpeaking, let us conſider, 


2dly, The marks which God has al- 
ready given, in the adminiſtration of his 
providence, of his diſpleaſure with the ſins 


of men, I might here obſerve, that all the 


miſeries of human life, from the apoſtacy 


of Adam to this preſent day, are to be 


conſidered as the tokens of divine diſplea- 


ſure with the ſins of men; or as the natu- 


ral or appointed conſequences of their 


dul, which 1 never had appeared had men 


remained 


remained in innocence. But what I would 
chiefly have you to obſerve, on this head 
of the diſcourſe, is, that we ſee. many 
ſpecial inſtances of miſery ariſing from the 
nature of wickedneſs itſelf ; which there- 
fore ſeem to be inflicted by the providence | 
of God, as ſo many ſpecial marks of his 
diſpleaſure with the ſins of men, and as 
prelydes to their final con nn under 
His adminiſtration. Ln 5 
What extreme diſtreſs hank ſo dme bro 

upon themſelves by their intemperance; 

ſome by their diſhoneſty, and pokes = 
their immdderate ambition. To inſtance, 
4n the firſt of theſe; beſides the loſs of the 
higheſt and beſt of all enjoyments, ariſing 
from the exerciſe of piety, humanity, 
friendſhip, and the teſtimony of an approv- 
ing conſcience, by their intemperance 
men bring upon themſelves ſickneſs and 
diſeaſe, infamy, indigence, remorſe, and, 
3 a Giant and mam 
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then the difpleaſure of the Almighty, with 
the fins of men, appears in fuch remarkable 
effects, even in this preſent life, which is 


' the period of his Jong-ſuffering and pa- 


tience, wherein men are in their fate of 
trial and probation ; what' greater effects of 
his difpleaſure have we cauſe to apprehend, 

in that fature period of his providence, 
wherein the exerciſe of his impartial juſtice, 


is to ſucceed the exerciſe of his deſpiſed 


forbearance; and where every man * to 
receive according to his wort? 

It adds greatly to the weight of this 
conſideration, that theſe expreſſions of di- 
vine diſpleaſure are made againſt ſuch ini- 
quities as do not imply that enormous height 
of guilt, which is confeſſed in ſome atro- 
cious inſtances of human wickedneſs; in 
perjury, perfidiouſneſs, murder, and the 
like; but againſt ſuch as are uſually diſ- 
guiſed in the thoughts of men, under the 


nn of innocence, or weakneſs; a 


being 
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being only A compliance with the appetit 
implanted in our nature, and with, the 
cuſtom of the world, in which a man has 
no deliberate impiety and malice in his 
heart, no intention either to affront his 
Maker, or to hurt his fellow-men. There 

are even many inſtances of men's involving 
themſelves in much diſtreſs, by mere pre- 
cipitancy and want of thought; by ſlight- 
ing the opportunities of happineſs, which 
Providence had given them. In this way 
they have been involved in poverty, con- 
tempt, anguiſh, and remorſe, out of which 
they were never able, afterwards, to ex- 
tricate themſelves. Does not all this gire 
us cauſe to apprehend, that after men have 
ſpent their lives in the purſuit of vain, in- 
temperate, or brutal pleaſures, with a total 
forgetfulneſs of God, and a total inatten- 
tion to the improvement - of their ſouls; 
after, through the whole progreſs of their 
lives, they have lighted many noble oppor 
ries of becomin g wile, virtuous, and 
happy, 


2 


happy, and niet many calls and on 


nitions from the providence of God and 
the goſpel of his Son; that after all this, 
very dreadful conſequences will eniper in 
ſome future period of their being? 
Add to thoſe conſiderations, mich are. 
ſuggeſted by the conſciences of men and 
the providence of God, the ſolemn admo- 
nitions of the danger and demerit of a ſin- 
ful life, that are given in the revelation of 
the goſpel. If we really believe the truth 
of the Chriſtian revelation, it is the moſt 
:mazing folly and preſumption to believe, 
that the ſins of men are trivial or harmleſs 
things, and that by any kind of evaſion or 
apology ſinners ſhall be able to eſcape from 
future puniſhment. In this revelation, 
\ the wrath of God is. revealed from heaven. 
againſt all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of. . 
nen; and afſurance is given in the ſtrong- 
ft terms, that indignation and turath, 
tribulation and anguiſh, 1 be on every * 
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of man that doeth evil. After theſe ſolemn 
admonitions ; to defend or extenuate the 
fins of men, by the apologies which finhers 
plead in their own behalf, is in effect to 
ſay, that we are wiſer than God, and that 
we know better than himſelf, the-tankv-dnd 
conftitution of his moral kingdom. God 
| hath ſaid, that in is an evil and bitter thing, 
and that finners ſhall be the authors of 
their own deftrugion. But the finner 
faith, it is no ſuch evil thing, and that no 
ſuch hurtful conſequence'from it ſhall en- 
ſue. It was thus, in the original ſin of our 
firſt parents; God had faid to them, + 
the day ye eat of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, ye ſhall ſurely die. But Satan 
ſaid, there is no ſuch danger in tranſgreſ- 
fing this command; in the day ye eat theruf 
ye ſhall not ſurely die : truſting to his flatte- 
ries and lies tiny "ee ROI 


deſtruction. $5 1 | 
gdly, Another inſt⸗ et dens iy 
which ſinners flatter hn in their 
own 
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own eyes, and re drawn Into def 
tion, is a groundleſs and peeſvitipeams 
dependance on the merey of Almighty | 
God. When ſinners ate not able to reject 
the great and fundamental doctrines of te- 
gion, when they are forced to own the > 
danger and demerit of : a ſinful life, their 
next reſource and refuge 1 is the mercy of 
their Maker. This mercy they believe, 
and every one acknowledges, is infinite; 
they therefore expect t to be within the reach 
of it, This, it is probable, is one of the 
moſt common and prevailing inſtances of 
thoſe deceits, whereby ſinners impoſe upon 
themſelves, and are hardened to their own 
geſtruction. It is uſually found, that the 
worſt of men, on the approach of death, 
latter and ſupport themſelves by this ima- 
gination. To put men upon their guard 
2gainſt this dangerous deceit, let the fol- 
lowing conſiderations be attended to. 
iſt, That although the mercy. of Al- 
r God. be infinite, as all his other 
perfections 


thoſe perſons wh are the roper objects of 
compaſſion, and to thoſe va ton — i h it 
would be. worthy of him to extend (his 
merey. But from the moſt expr expreſs cſs ali 
rances from God himſelf, given partly by 
the ſecret. intimations of our own. con- 
ſciences,” and more fully by the goſpel of 
his ſon, finners who continue in their fin- 


Fe . Jy . 


on proper objects of 5 mere ; their. "caſe 
does not fall within the =D even. .of that 
compaſſion which i is infinite, no more than 
that which, in the very idea of i it, implies a a 
contradiCtion, comes within the reach of 
| his omnipotence. an ne MOM qi 
2d, Let it be obſerved, that abſtrsäing 
from the diſpleaſure of Alinighty God, 
and ſuppoſing that there was to be no po- 
ſitive exertion of his juſtice in the caſe, 
| yet the future puniſhment of ſinners will 
very probably proceed from the nature and | 
influence of wickedneſs itſelf, In many 
paſſage 


es 
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paſſages of ſcripture we are led to this con- 
ception of the matter; and it is agreeable 
to what we Wars ſee i in n nn * 
niſtration. "454 IE 8 83 
The apoſtle paul e decla 
happineſs or miſery will proceed fro | 
ligious or ſinful life, in 'the ſame manner. 


that the fruits of harveſt proceed from the 


ſeed which hath been ſown in Spring. 
ever a man' ſoweth, that ſhall be alſo reap. 
He that ſoweth to the fleſh, ſhall of the flaſh 
reap corruption, and he that ſpweth to the ſpi= 
rit, ſhall of the ſpirit reap eternal life. Thus 


verbs, f Sinners ſhall eat: the fruit of their 


own way, and be filled with their own devices. 
In like manner, the prophet Iſaiah, Say 


ye to the righteous it ſhall be well zuith him, 


for they ſhall eat the fruit of their own doings. 


Wa to the wicked, it fhall be ill with CO | 


the reward of his hands ſhall be given Lim. 
8 Gal. vi. 7. 
Vol. . M 


+ Prov. i. 31. 1 Ifa. Ni. 10. 
Agreeable, 


. 5 Vice bak 4 natu1 


to produce unhappineſs and and wade 


greateſt indeed incident to hum; 

Many {ad inſtances of this occur in the ex- 
perience of life 5 and when the caſe hap- 
Pens to be otherwiſe, it is owing: to ſame 
foreign. accidental cauſe, Which, for 3 
while, ſuſpends or retards its natiye ten- 
denoy. If then, the ſame order which al 
| ſhe at preſent in the works of God, :i{h; 


external accidents, which ſometimes. in- 
terrupt or retard its influence on earth, 


its own puniſhment and miſery; and in 
fuch- a manner, as will totally deſtray all 
confidence or hope in che rr 5 
_— ag? 


vo 


be continued in a future Kate, and. if thole 


ſhall be removed, (and this we muſt believe 
wil be the caſe on our temaval- From 
this world) vice muſt unavoidably ereatt 
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No man ever thought he might depend 
upon the mercy of his Maker when he 
brings diſtreſs upon himſelf by his own 
miſconduct, or that his infinite compaſſion - 
ſhould lead him, either to prevent or to 
remove thoſe miſeries of life, which by the 


eſtabliſhed laws of Providence are entailed 


upon the ſins of men. Who ever thought, 


for inſtance, that the mercy of God ſhould 


interpoſe, to prevent the weakneſs and 
diſeaſe which the intemperate man brings 
upon himſelf by his intemperance ; or the 
diſcredit and diſgrace which the diſhoneſt 
man brings upon himſelf by his diſhoneſty; 


or in any other caſe, to prevent the unhappy 


conſequences which ariſe: from the wick 
edneſs of men, by the eſtabliſhed order of 
his providence ?\ We have as little, or leſs 
reaſon to believe that his mercy will lead 


him to interpoſe, at the iſſue of a guilty life, 
to break the natural .and eſtabliſhed order 


of his works, with a view to ſave the ſin- 
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ner from the final — of Jis 
wickedneſs, — „ 
The whole of this dependance on \ divine 
mercy, proceeds on a conception of it, 
which is altogether falſe, and contradicted 
in the ftrongeſt manner, by what we al- 
ready meet with in the courſe of provi- 
dence. Sinners form an idea of his mercy, 
as if it were a diſpoſition in his nature to 
prevent or to remedy the miſeries of his 
.creatures, in every circumſtance and in all 
events. But it is not ſuch an undiſtin- 
guiſhing or undirected impulſe. It is the 
calm determination of his nature, to. prl- 
vent, or to remove the miſery of his crea- 
tures, in ſuch caſes and by ſuch meaſures 
only, as by his wiſdom he knows to be 
conſiſtent with the general happineſs and 
order of his works. Of this we have the 
ſtrongeſt indications, even in the preſent 
courſe of providence. Innumerable _ 
ries are incident to human creatures, in 

2 their 
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their paſſage through this world; and in 
theſe, the eſtabliſhed laws and order of his 
providence take place and operate their | 
full effects; and no man expects that God 
ſhould interpoſe to interrupt this eſtabliſhed 
courſe, in order to prevent or to remove 
_ theſe miſeries of his creatures. 

4th, Allied to the preceding inſtance 
of deceit, is the ſinner's hoping, at the end 
of a guilty life, to be ſaved, by the merit of 
the Son of God, and the virtue of that 
great atonement which he made for the 
fins of men. If the Sinner is not able to 
convince himſelf that the mercy of his 
Maker is ſufficient, by itſelf, to enſure his 
future ſafety. ; he- truſts, at leaft; to the 
all- ſufficient ſacrifice and merit of his f 
beloved ſon. 6 

It i is needleſs to ſay much in order to ex- 
poſe the abſurdity of this deceit. Did 
men look into the holy ſcriptures with any 
tolerable meaſure of attention, they would 
undoubtedly perceive, that they only can 
3 be 


166 De Deceitfulneſs of bin. 


be ſaved by the ſacrifice and i nterceſſion of 
the Son of God, who are perſuaded by him 
to repent of their iniquities, to believe and 
obey the goſpel. He is exalted * as 4 
prince and Saviour, to give repentance ant 
remiſſion of fins. He is + the author of ſal. 
vation to them who obey him. & We mnt 
repent, and be converted, that aur ſihs muy be 
blotted out. It is by a f patient continuwite 
in doing well, that we are directed 10 ſeek for 
glory, honcur, and immortality 5 whilſt they 
who obey not the truth, but obey unrighte- 
ouſneſs, are directed to look fax 8 rt 


and wrath, tribulation and anguiſh. | 

This being the eſtabliſhed 750 upon 
' which we are to expect redemption through 
the merits' of the Son of God, it follows, 
in the cleareſt manner, that ſinners, conti- 
nuing in a courſe of ſin, have as little rea- 
ſon to depend upon theſe merits, or to ex- 
pet falvation by their means, as they have 


© Agts v. It + Heb, v. 9. 
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to depend upon the infinite extent of the 
divine compaſſion. Wete the matter other- 
wiſe, were ſinners, continuing in their 
wickedneſs, permitted to expect ſalvation 
through the merits of our Saviour, Jeſus 
would become the minifter f ſin, an eſta- 
bliſher rather than a deſtroyer of the works 
of Satan; than which, a more blaſphemous 


reproach could not be thrown upon * 1 


character. 

To what hath "ana e on this 
head, it ought to be ſubjoined, that in the 
nature of the thing it is impoſſible for the 
ſinner to be happy, but in the way which 
the goſpel hath preſcribed, viz. by repent- 
ance and the reformation of his life, and 


by the faith of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt puri- 
Hing his heart. As long as fin maintains 


its dominion in the heart of man, it will of 
itſelf operate his puniſhment and miſery. 


It is the diſeaſe and diſtemper of the ſoul, 


which muſt either be expelled, or end in its 


deſtruction. Should we therefore put the 


M 4 eaſe, 


\ 
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cafe, that a ſinner might obtain indemnity 


and pardon, by the ſacrifice and merit of 
the Son of God, yet ſin would be the cauſe 


of his deſtruction: in the ſame manner 


that a criminal muſt ſuffer for his crime, 


although he ſhould eſcape the hand of pub- 


lic juſtice, if by his wickedneſs he has 


brought upon himſelf an incurable diſeaſe, 


The redemption of a ſinner by the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt does not merely ſignify his 
redemption from the puniſhment which 1s 
due to his iniquity, but likewiſe from the 
power of iniquity itſelf : the Redeemer 


does not only ſave him from the condemn- 


Ing ſentence of the law, but withal purifies 
his heart, and expells that internal cor- 
ruption and depravity, which of itſelf 
would be the ſource of future miſery. 

5th, Another inſtance of deceit, by 
which the ſinner flatters himſelf in his 
own eyes, is a precipitant contempt of reli- 
gion, on account of the weak and wrong 
repreſentations which have been made of 5 


Pr 


a — = 


— 


r Xt © = r, «ad 


mY 


1 


TW 
* 


2 11 


© RVA 


** we WS Hes © 


The Deceirfulneſs of Sin. - by 
by ſome of its miſtaken ſheds; When the 


mind of man is once corrupted and ſeduced 
by the deceitfulneſs of ſin, it fondly graſps 
at every thing, whereby it may juſtify its 


own corruption. When therefore the ſinner 
is not able to diſown the force of what is 
offered, to prove the wiſdom and impor- 
tance of a religious life, he ftrives to juſtify 


himſelf in the negle& of it, from the 


weakneſs and folly of its friends. Abſurd, 


even ridiculous deſcriptions of religion, 


have been ſometimes given by its ignorant 
and miſtaken friends: and many, who ap- 
pear to be religious, appear not however to 
become, by the influence of their religion, 
either wiſer and happier. in themſelves, or 
more agreeable and uſeful members of ſo- 
ciety ; nay, oftentimes by fanatical, and 
wrong conceptions of religion, the peace 
and order of ſociety have been miſerably 
diſturbed, Hence ſome perſons have been 
fond to draw the raſh concluſion, that all 


religion is a 3 and imaginary 
thing, 
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thing, without any rational, ſolid fo nda 


tion to ſupport it. | 
This inſtance of dereit ha pre- 
vails, even among thoſe who pretend to 


ſuperiour diſcernment. But the weakneſs 


of it may appear upon a very ſmall atten- 
tion. The amount of it is only this, that, 


becauſe religion, in its counterfeits, and by 


a wrong repreſentation of its nature and 
effects, appears to be an imaginary thing, 
we may therefore deſpiſe the thing itſelf, 
Without attending to its genuine nature 
and importance. Does a wiſe man conduct 
himſelf in this manner, in any other aQion 
of his life? Does he deſpiſe the truth and 
uſefulneſs of real ſcience, becauſe of the 
4mpertinence and pedantry of mere preten- 
ders to it? Does he deſpiſe. the uſeful 
ſchemes of commerce, accompanied with 
the ſolideſt effects, becauſe of the chime: 
rical and idle ſehemes of mere projeRors ? 
Why then ſhould a wiſe man tek 
_ the excellence and wiſdom of reli- 


gion ; 
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gion, from the miſrepreſentations, either 


of its hypocritical, or miſtaken friends, and 
thus take the ſhadow for the ſubſtance of 
the thing, itſelf ? Shall the love of God, 
begetting in the ſoul a love to every thing 

that is godlike and divine ; ſhall the faith 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, begetting in the 
ſoul a reſemblance of the amiable virtues of 
his character, and a vigorous purſuit of the 
life and immortality, which he hath brought to 
light; ſhall theſe, or any other part of pure 


and wndefiled religion, be deemed imaginary 


or uſeleſs things, becauſe of the hypocriſy, 
or folly, of thoſe who pretend to be its 
friends, or becauſe theſe excellent effects 
have not appeared; either in the deſcrip- 
tions, or examples, they have given of it? 

If men were wiſe, they would not, in | 


this manner, ſuffer - themſelves to be de- 


ceived, The true underſtanding. and wiſ- 
dom of a man conſiſts i in this; that in every 
thing, where his intereſt is concerned, he 


forms his judgment according to the real 
nature 


nature and circumſtances of the caſe dir. 
tinguiſhing, in every matter, what is na- 
tural, genuine, and excellent; from what 
is falſe, worthleſs, or unnatural.  What- 
ever air of wiſdom, and ſuperiour under- 
ſtanding, therefore, men may give them- 
ſelves, it is owing, at bottom, to narrow- 
neſs of thought, or to great raſhneſs and 
precipitance, that they have not learned to 
diſtinguiſh genuine, and true religion, from 
its counterfeits, and to judge of its real 
wiſdom and importance, from its own na- 
ture and effects, as they are exhibited be- 
fore us in the laws of God, and the * 
of his Son. 
|  Gth, I ſhall take notice only of one other 
inſtance of the ſelf- flattering deceit, whereby 
ſinners are enticed, and drawn into deſtruc- 
tion; and it is their hoping and reſolving 
to repent, and turn to God, at ſome future 
and more convenient opportunity ; at the 
fartheſt, in the laſt period of their lives, or 


at the "mc of death. When all the 
former 


former inſtances of ſelf-deceit are unable to 
fortify the ſinner, and ſilence the clamours 
of his conſcience, this is uſually his laſt 
reſource. Being forced to ſee the indiſ- 
penſable importance of a religious life, but 
unwilling to reſign. the preſent intereſts and 
pleaſures of his finful courſe,” he therefore 
fatters himſelf with the hope, that after he 
has enjoyed theſe intereſts and pleaſures for 
a while, he ſhall be able to obtain forgive- 
neſs from God, by his penitence and 
prayers, at ſome future opportunity, were 
it even at the laſt period r 
t is not propoſed, at preſent, to ſhew 
the extreme abſurdity and folly of this con- 
duct, from the arguments uſually offered 
on the ſubject, drawn from the ſhortneſs 
and uncertainty of human life ; the harden- 
ing influence of a ſinful, courſe, which gra- 
dually weakens, and at length deſtroys the 
ſenſibility of the human ' conſcience, ten- 
dering a man's return to a religious life 
more and more improbable and difficult ; 
; or 
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os d che danger of being totally :aban2 
doned by the providence and grace of God; 
nnd given up to a judicial blindneſs and 
inſenſibility z arguments which, to every 
thinking perſon, muſt appear of irreſiſtible 
importance. I would only deſire, your at- 

tention to the prodigious preſumption of 
the ſinner, who defers his repentance, and 
return to God, to the laſt period of his life, 
or the immediate approach of death; hop- 
ing, then, to obtain forgiveneſs from God, 
and admiſſion to. eternal life, by his 'peni- 
tence and prayers. Againſt this deceit, 
men ſhould be put upon their guard i in a 
ſpecial manner, becauſe it is extremely 
common z — of it ee mw 
day. 
What God has done for a even in 
the laſt moments of their lives, in ſome 
fingular ſituations of his providence,” or 
what he may till ſee proper to be done on 
ſimilar occaſions, it becometh not us to 
lay, nor is it needful to determine, But it 
appears 
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1 | are haha, 0 th —__ 
tenor of the goſpel, that the method by 
which we are directed to expect forgiveneſs 
from. God, and an entrange to eternal life, 
tbraugh Jeſus Ohriſt, is not any ſyddens 
tranſitory act of mind nor any ſudden 
(however fervent) application to his mercy, 
by our prayers at the laſt period of life; 
but theſe, exerted in, and ſucceeded by the 
tenour of a religious and holy converſe» 
ion. We are directed to ſeel far glu, 
tinuance in dang well. We are taught +4 | 


ſoberly, rightequſlys and | godly, wwhil/t We look 
fir the blefſed hope, and. glorious appearance of 
ur Lord and Saviaur Feſus Chriſt : to add 
to f our faith, virtue, bnewledge, temperance, 
pationce, gadlingſo, 'brotheniy-h1nadue/s, and cha- 
ry, in the hope of an abundant entrance 
into the everlaſting kingdom af aur Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt : and, & in all ha enrurtſauien 
A ii. 7. PAWN 12. 12 Pet. l. 6. 62 Pet, ili. Ir. 


de ga, to lock for, a 
coming of the day of God: 

+ The above paſſages my Wepa | an 
| many others which might be quoted tothe 
ſame effect, point out honed ordi y eſta⸗ 
bliſhed order of his grace. This indeed 
appears to be as much che eſtabliſhed order 
of his grace, as it is the eſtabliſhed order of 


his providence, that in the proſecution of 


our temporal affairs, we muſt obſerve thoſ 


conditions on which he hath ſuſpended/our 


ſucceſs: that, for inſtance, the huſband- 
man myſt ſow in ſpring, if he would reap in 
harveſt: that, in the earlier years of life, 
a young perſon muſt ſubmit to the rules of 
education, if he would be qualified for the 
buſineſs and ſatisfactions of maturer age; 
or that, in any other caſe, to obtain the end 
in view, we muſt obſerve the «means, 
which the order of Providence preſeribes. 
What the Creator can do, or what wo 
may have done, independent of the. 
iſhed laws of providence, no man reckons 
2 it 
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t of importance to inquire; and any pers 
ſon would be deemed a madman or à fool; 
who directed the meaſures” of his conduct 
by a regard to ſuch unuſual departures 
from theſe laws, as the hiſtory of the world 
may poſſibly furniſh ſome few examples of. 
That man ſeems '&qually fooliſh and ab- 
ſurd who ſeeks admifion tb eternal life, 
otherwiſe than according to the meaſures 
of his mercy, dec] ated. _ | eftabliſhed oy 
the goſpel, 1 5 

I have thus endeavoured to point out the 
moſt hurtful and prevailing inſtances of | 
thoſe deveits whereby ſinners fatter them= 
ſelves in their own eyes, 11 wor iniquity be 
. to be hateful. 

In what hath been delivered, you may 
obſerve, that ſuch inſtances only have 
deen mentioned, as have an influence upon 
the whole conduct of a ſinner's life, whats 
ever may be the particular ſpecies of wick- 
edneſs to which he is attached, or by whats 
ever ſpecial motives and temptations he is 
. Foot I. directed 
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dire 1 in his canduAt. In ae there 
| fore, ta complete. the ſubj „ ; 
proper t add the follo 
chat beſides theſe general — — 
deceits, every particular ſpecies of igiquit 


has its peculiar artifice and ſnare, and fon | 


ſpecial colour and diſguiſe under which. 
 higes its pwn deformity and guilt, Spldam 
er NEVE ders Fhe finger ſee E. wn. wk 
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gination, under the appearance of ſome in- 
nocent or laudable purſuit, to which it 
ears ſome reſemblance or affnity. The 
| erueley of Joſeph's brethren, when they 


ſold him to the Iſmaelites t, was concealed 


in their imaginations, by the thin pretence 
of their not-laying their hangs nher the;child. 
When Corah,. Dathan and Abiram, te- 
delled againſt the miniſtry of Moſes and 


Aaron, it was under the plauſible pretenes 
of reſtraining their exceſſive powers. _ 
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becauſe they took too much upon them, ſince all 


the congregation were boly every.one of them. 
David's 4 guilt, in the murder of Uriah, 
was concealed under the pretence of com- 
nandigg him to {one in the N 7 the 
battle. 
In like ne —_ | fanful des end 
purſuit conceals: its own: deformity . and 
guilt, The covetous and; fdlfiſh miſer, 
whoſe heart and hands are ſhut againſt 
every amiable: office of humanity, obſeryeth 
not his own folfiſlme $ and avarice. In his 
idea of himſelf; he is no farther attached 
o his oon isse, than what the. rules of 
prudence and frugality preſeribe. The 
proud and hauglity man is not eanſgious 
of his own haughtinefs and pride; he has 


only a juſb eſteem and value for himſelf, 


and a ſuitable regard for; his own, honour 
and importance in. ſociety, Immoderate 
anger and revenge aſſumes the, appearance 
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indignation againſt what is wrong. A ne- 


glect or contempt of the ſacred inſtitutiont 
of religion, is a liberal and manly freedom 


from the reſtraints of vulgar Gaal 


hypocriſy, - 


From theſe remprks, we may . 3 


the danger men are in of flattering them- 
ſelves in their own eyes, not only by thoſe 


whereby ſinners of every denomination are 
apt to impoſe upon themſelves ;- but like- 
wiſe from thoſe ſpedial apologies which 
every particular kind or inſtance of ini- 


quity is apt to plead if its defence. Until 


then, a man has acquired ſo much wiſdom 
and integrity, as to make his own character 
and ſtate of mind the ſubject of a calm and 
impartial review; until, placing himſelf in 
the ſituation of an unintereſted ſpectator, 
he has learned to give to every movement 
and affection of his heart, and to every 
meaſure of his life, i its genuine character 
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general apologies which are pleaded in be- 
half of every ſinful courſe of liſe, and 


t . ³·˙¹ -w HMꝙ . 


— an 
* 
— 


Th Deditfulgs ern iii 
and name, he will bn fatter der 


i his own eyes. © 
It may be proper to contlade- with the 


following remark ; that the deceits where- 
by ſinners flatter themſelves in their own 
eyes, are but temporary expedients, of 
which they cannot long avail themſelves, 
It is only till their iniquity be found to be 
| bateful, If iniquity, in its nature, and in 
the ſight of God, be a hateful thing, its ith 
hatefulneſs muſt be at length expoſed, 2 
placed before the conſcience of the ſinner; 
in ſpite of all his flatteries and lies. This 
we muſt expect from the righteouſneſs and 
wiſdom of the great Creator of the world. 
When the meaſures of divine adminiftra- 
tion ſhall: be brought to that order and 
eſtabliſhment wherein they are to remain 
for ever, we muſt believe that every. ra- 
tional and moral ſubject of Jehovah's 
kingdom, will be brought to ſee, without 
any remaining error or diſguiſe, the true 
and real ſtate of things, as they are in na- 
N 5 | ture, 


ture, and that from this diſcovery his final 
happineſs or miſery will proceed. When 
by this diſcovery the hatefulneſs of iniquity | 
is found, the deepeſt anguifh and ret 
muſt be immediately awakened in the eon- 
- feicnce' of a finner, in ſpite of all the flat- 
. teries and lies, by which he kept himſelf in 
quiet, in his progreſs through this world. 
At. this. enlightening and decifive period, 
theſe flatteries and lies will fly before the 

light and truth of God, and leave him in 8 
Keange amazement at the ſight f Ai eye 
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T he Charakter * the « Upright Man. 


Tara xxvi. 7- 
De Path of the Juſt i is Uprightne. 


I N the language of feripture, juſtice fe- 
quently comprehends the whole extent 
and compaſs of our duty; and the juſt man 
is he who has an impartial regard to Every 
part of it. In this extenſive ſenſe the word 
is uſed in the verſe now read: Die path 
of the jaft i is uprightneſs. By the Path of 
the juſt, we are to underſtand the conduct 
of his life, not excluſive of, but as it pro- 
ede fn the juſtice and uprightneſs of 
Na his 


— the bite, i is, that the 8 of the juſt 
man's character may be ſummed up in this; 
that he lives in the practice of uprightneſs. 
In many other paſſages of ſcripture, the 
word muſt be underſtoqd in the ſame. exten- 
five ſenſe; and the Tighteous, or the good 
man, on whom God hath promiſed to be- 
ſtow the bleſſings of his goodneſs, is there- ; 
fore called the upright man, or the man 
that walks uprightly. Thus the Pſalmiſt “, 


mark the perfect, and behold the upright ; fir i N 


the end of that man is peace. + Light is ſown . 
for the righteaus, and gladneſs for the upr 
in heart. + The Lord is a ſun and frield;, He 
will give grace and glory, and will, withed 
no good from them that walk uprightly.. _ ... 
In the following diſcourſe it is propaſed, 


to inquire into the nature and extent of this 
uprightneſs, and to mark its influence Aer 91 


on the heart and life of the. juſt m 


whence it will appear, with what ne bi 
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the whole of his ne rn. 
into uprightneſs. 1 

The word is ſometimes uſed in keripture 
to denote only one particular branch of the 
juſt man's character, viz. the eee of 
his profeſſions and tranſ⸗ with his 
fellow- men. In this -ceſtrified: foals K is 
plainly uſed by the apoſtle Paul: * Men 1 


ſaw that they walked not uprightly, according 


to the truth of the goſpel, i. e. agreeable to the 
candour and fincerity which the goſpel | 
hath preſcribed, by concealing their belief, 


: that the obligations of ' the ceremonial law 7 
were now diſſolved. In this ſenſe alſo it 


ſeems to be underſtocd in the prophecy of 

Ifaiah, + He that walketh righteouſly, a 

ſpraketh uprightly; he ſhall dwell on biz. N 
[n di retriQted ſenſe, a man's upright= 


| neſs ſignifies, that the appearance and pro- 


feſſions, which he makes before the world; ieh 
are agregable to the deſigns and diſpoſitions 
of his heart; and that he aſſumes no cha- 


Gal. ĩi. 14. LD + Ifaiab xzxiii. 15. 4 
| | racter 
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As conſcious of, within himſelf,” purſuing 
n intereſt or ptojeft, which he would 
either be afraid or aſhamed to diſcover to 
2 


the arts of falſchood and deceit. If, among 


the various accidents of life, - the arts of 
_ falſehood ſhould, at any tins, appear tobe 
ſubſervient to his innocent and lau 
deſigns, the native candouf of his heart 
will prompt him inſtantly, and without 
deliberation, to reje them; for this is the 
eſtabliſhed and leading maxim of his life 
that the confciouſneſs of inward honour 


And integrity, is a poſſeſſion wu baum 


than all the outward intereſts and hofiours 
of the world. * He walketh righteoufly,/ and 


 Jpeaketh uprightly ; he deſpiſeth the gain of 


_oppreſſions ; he fhaketh his hands from holding 
of bribes; 1 
;bhood, and ſoutteth his n fering evil 
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ble. The uprightneſs, however, of which 
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The Character of the Up 


This uprightneſs and ſineerity is an 
| eſſential branch of every good man's cha- 
racter, without which, all pretenſions to 
religion are vain, nay, odious and deteſta - 


the prophet ſpeaks in the paſſage now be- 
has a much more extenſive influence in the 
life of man, It ſignifies, not only, that 2 


man is ſincere in his tranſactions wich his 
ſellow- men, but that he acts with the ſame 


he calmly liitens to the dictates of his con- 


ſcience, and immediately ſubmits to their 
deciſion and authority, in every inftance of 
his conduct, and againſt every intereſt, 


oppoſed. That he is as unwilling” to de · 


cerve himſelf in the performance of his 
duty, by the artifice of finfal prejudice or 
paſſion, as the man above-deferibed is un- 


willing to deceive the world, in order to 


. worlaly interoſts and deſigns. 
3 


: * to LG W 4 a although a0 


ſhould have no deliberate inten 
poſe upon the world, he may, n 


impoſe upon himſelf z he may darken — 


evidence of truth, and pervert the dictates 
and practice on himſelf; when he is not 


fully conſcious of his doing ſo, or has not 


the integrity and ſtrength of mind ſufficient 
for expoſing the deceit. In all caſes where 


our intereſt, our prejudice, or paſſions come 4 
in competition with our duty, (and fuck” | 


caſes frequently occur) men, who have not 


. the dag eee, nen in the” 


hs Sw iu. may be able to — 
eile their duty and their intereſt! toge 
ther. Few, it is to be hoped, are ſo c 
pletely hardened and inſenſible, 4 ts: 
hractiſe what is obviouſly unjuſt, wi 0 t 
* to conceal. the injuſtice fi 


chem- 


at once, to part with every n 


temſelves, by lone ſpeoious; r. 
diſguiſe, Even Pilate, how'corrupted 

ever and depraved, was ebe bheann 
recourſe to a little ſuperſtitious artiſice, in 
order to ſilence the remonſtrance of his con- 
ſcience, ere he would conſent” to the con- 
demnation of our Saviour, ate le. 


clared his judgment of his innocence,” * He | 


took water, and - waſhed his hands before the 
multitude, ſaying, I am innocent of the. og | 
of this Juſt perſon ; ſee ye to it. 
Herein, indeed, the chief ene and : 
ftrength of human wickedneſs conſiſts. 


Men are forced to give the ſecret approba- 


tion of their hearts to what is innocent and 
laudable; they wiſh to have the reputation 


of uprightneſs with themſelves, and to be 
able, in their own reflections, to pronounce 


themſelves upright and honeſt men. There 
fore, when they have not that determined 
and entire integrity, by which they oe 5 
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vanquiſh every prejudice and paſſion, th. 
ſtands in oppaſition to the practice of thei 
duty; they have recourſe to a ſceret ma- 
nagement and influenes upon themſel ves, in 
order to make their innocence and intere 
conſiſtent witk each other; and in this 
ſecret management, the mind exerts a 
wonderful dexterity, and has a wonderful 
_ influence upon itſelf, 
Many fpecious een are ſought, Ad 
| PTY with fyceeſs. The peculiar: ne- 
ceſſity of the preſent caſe, the examples 
lifhed euſtom of the world, the 
| irong tendencies and inclinatians that are 
planted: in our nature, the uſeful purpoſes 
that may be ſerved by receding ſomewhat 
from the rigour of our duty in the pre- 
ſeat caſe, with a ſuperiour zeal to atone for 
this, in other branches of our duty; theſe and 
the like apologies are artfully employed: 
by their affiſtance men impoſe, upon them- 
ſalves, and ſeduce their conſciences into a 
diſhoneſt approbation of their guilty conduct. 
1 Our 


w- 4 


Our e hath: plated — 
of the human heart in this diſhaneſb urti- 
which the | condemnation of the wok: 


is come inte the world, and man haus loved 
were gil. Fur every one that dbenb oil 
hateth the & t, neither cometh to the ligbe 
left his deeds: fhaubd: be reproved. TFheſe ob- 
ſervations were directed by our Saviour 
againſt thoſe ſinful prejudices,. by whieks 
the Jews exeluded from their view the gleas 
convincing evidence he had given of the. 
truth of his divine commiſlion. They, at 
the ſame. time, repreſent the diſhoneſt arti- 


hce by which a finner impoſes on himſelf, | 
and conceals from his own view, the guilt 
and evil of the ſin he is determined ta 


commit: and the ſenſe of our Saviour's: 
obſervations amounts to this; he who de- 
: + John iii. 19. 


Iersel 


3 loveth — has? than lle; 
z. e. he chuſes to live in es thy 
real evil and eee ee 
to hide its deformity in darkneſs. N 

In oppoſition to this interna fallchood 
and injuſtice, the juſt man, whoſe path is 

uprightneſs, carefully preſerves himſelf 
from the influence of every intereſt, pre- 
| Judice or paſſion, by which the evidence 
of truth is darkened, and the force of mo- 
ral and religious obligations are evaded in 


the conſciences of men. He hath ſuch a 


is juſt, and ſuch a determined reſolution to 
adhere to every conſequence, to which it 
may conduct him in the progreſs -of his 
2 life, 
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| neſs, chulife” rather to approach to 
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life, that depending upon God, A * * th vi 
plaſure in uprightues "he eniptoys bis ut. 
moſt care to diſcover efery artifice; or 


belle ſuggeſtion that would appeat in the 


deferice, or offer an apology for witat 1s 
wrong. He liſtens therefore with 4 NT at- N 
tention, to the reaſon and the equity of every a 


caſe that comes befote hin. In thoſe caſes, 
more eſpecially, where" his own particular 
intereſts of paſſions are concerned; know 
ing the deceitfülnefs and bias of the human 
heart, he is dimdent and jealobis of hitnſelf; ö 
he makes juſt allowances for this deceitful- 


extteme of diſtntereſtedne is and caridout, 


than to tranſg refs the facred bbundaries of 


truth and juſtice For this is the eſtabſiſh&d 


maxim of his Like, b be who doeth evil fo 


v 3% © & 


another, on Whatey ver * tewptation or pre- 


tence, always does the greateſt « evil and i in- 


jutties t Himfelf. He is therefore willing 
to foffeit * ober farereft, rather than de- 


Vor- R eie Maat, e 


He: "I "Tag 
* A ww.” a 
PIUS 
SP * 5 


| deeds ſhould be reproved ;, he im: mediately 


194 The Charter 4 the Upright Mas 1 
part "MA his integrity, With Job f he i is 


determined, that his righteouſneſs be will bel 
fa aft, and and that his beart ball. not "reproach bim 


fo long as he Jhall live. The gains of ava- 


rice, the» preferments of ambition, the 


blandiſhments « of pleaſure, the i in tereſls or 
_the ſpirit of a re the ſolicitations of r re- 


a PPV 23 ; 


* * 


Fiendlhip and ee even the bias of 


l 


religious zeal, cannot reconcile. his heart 


to v what is falſe, OF yanquiſh his determined 


reſolution to adhere to what i is true and 


wh. 21 &» w# $4 


right in every, circumſtance of life. Our 
; Saviour, in the paſſage formerly produced, 


confirms the truth of this account of the 


nature of uprightneſs. : After he bath ob- 
ſerved, that every one who doeth evil hateth 


the light, neither cometh to the light, bft his 


* 


adds 95 but he that die math conteth 1 to He 


that . are ras in God, 1. e. 8 hd 


1. Job zxxvii, 6. $ John iii, ar. TY 
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* his life by the guidance of oſs! 
gious and facred truth, and is determined 


to ſubmit to its deciſion and authority, | 
has his mind always open to its evi- 
dence, and is ready to receive every infor- 
mation which is given him of his duty 
that he may have the fatisfaQtion to per- 
ceive, that the conduct of his life is ac- 
cording to the will of God, * 
From the account which has been given 
of the nature of uprightneſs, it will eaſily 
appear that it does not ſignify one particu- 


lar virtue, but the general principle and 


ſpring of every virtue in the human heart, 
and leads the man who is poſſeſſed of it to 
an impartial regard to every known or di. 
coverable inſtance of his duty. It may 


farther appear, that the man whoſe path is 


uprightneſs, will not only ſtudy to avoid 
thoſe palpable and groſs inſtances of wrong 
which are generally condemned, and for 
which his own heart would immediately. 


\ condemn him ; but to act, to the utmoſt of 


O 2 his 


| 8 wtf. L „ : 8 43 * n 5 


his power, the beſt and worthieft part, in | 


every circumſtance of life. He will readily 
perceive and feel the force of thoſe more 


delicate and finer, obligations which are 
ſuggeſted by the principles of piety and 


virtue, when viewed in the whole of their 
extent. Therefore whatſoever things are 
true, or honeſt,. or juſt, or pure, or lovely, 
or of good report, he will think on theſe, and, 
obſerve them in the conduct of his life. 
On theſe accounts, the whole extent of 
moral and religious virtue, is in ſcripture, 


| reſolved into uprightneſs and the righte- 


ous man to whom the promiſes of God are 
made, is called the man, who lives or 
Walks uprightly. | 

Having thus given a general ae 
of the nature of uprightneſs, we may add 
the following remarks, which will enable. 
us ſtill more clearly to perceive its inffu- 


onee, and thereby to form the more juſt and, . 
proger judgment of ourſelves. 


. 
: 1 2 
„ 8 
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1ſt Remerk. That the principle of up- 
rightneſs, as above deſcribed, may prevail 
in different degrees, even among thoſe 
who, with ſome propriety, may be ſaid to 
wall uprightly. In the preceding account, 
the uprightneſs of the juſt has bern de- 
ſeribed in its natural and genuine perſec- 
tion, and as it was originally implanted in 
the heart of man, For God made man up- 
right. There is no man however ſince our 
fall from that uprightneſs in which we 
were created, in whom its influence invari- 
ably prevails. Who can ſay that in every 
purpoſe and tranſaction of his life, he has 
been directed only by the love of truth and 
right, and hath excluded every oppoſite 
corrupting influence from his heart? 
Hence it follows that the characters of the 
juſt whoſe paths are uprightneſs, may ad- 
mit of ſome variety, and that the principle 
of uprightneſs may prevail and take poſſeſ- 
ſion of the heart of man in different degrees · 

Nevertheleſs, that a man may be entitled 
to the denomination of upright, with anß 
FJ „ 
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_ tolerable meaſure of propriety, - this, at 
leaſt, is requiſite 3 that a regard for what 


is juſt and right be the predominant and 


ruling principle of his life; that he conſi- 


ders the maintenance of his integrity as his 


higheſt happineſs and honour, and every 
deviation from it, as his chief diſhonour and 


unhappineſs; that in conſeq uence of. this, 
he be faxed in his integrity, not only againſt 
thoſe temptations to iniquity which are 
obvious and palpable, but that he makes it, 
moreover, the prevailing ſtudy of his life, 
to obtain a more full diſcernment of his 
duty, in the whole of its extent, and 3 


more entire ſuperiority over every bias and 


corruption in the heart, by which it is op- 


poſed: and would therefore deem it the 
moſt glorious circumſtance of his life, to be 


able to recover that complete integrity in 
which he was created. His path, in this 
view of it, ic as the morning light, a 
ab. more and more unto the one ws 


* 
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2d, That the proof of a man's uptight 


neſs, is to be taken chiefly from his condu&t 


in thoſe circumſtances of his life wherein 
his intereſt” or paſſions happen to interfere 
with the practice of his duty. When ſuch 
an integference does not occur, there is 
ſcarce any man ſo totally depraved, as not 
to ſee and chuſe the honeſt part. That 


ſenſe of equity and right which God origi- 
_ nally put into the heart of man, when it 


meets with nothing to oppoſe its influence, 
is ſufficient to direct and to determine him. 
But the trial and proof of a man's upright= 
neſs lies in this ; that he can preſerve the 


fame unbiaſſed and impartial diſcernment 


of his duty, in caſes where his own inte- 
reſts or inclinations are to be oppoſed. | 
Tt is here indeed that the want or weak- | 


neſs of a man's integrity uſually betrays 


itſelf. By the original conſtruction of the 
human heart, virtue and uprightneſs is ſe- 
cretly approved ; every man wiſhes to 
cloatir himſelf with the-appearance of f it in 
O 5 "5 
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his own imagination; ; nor can a man know. 
ingly depart from it, without ſuffering the 
reproach and condemnation of his own 
heart. Unwilling to incur this painful 
condemnation, and equally unwilling, to 
; reſiſt the ſolicitation of his intereſt. and | 
paſſions, the diſhoneſt man ſtriyes to recon- 
cile pþeſe. oppolite pretenſions. | Tf a man's 
integrity was perfect, he would immediately 
reject the ſiniſter artifice; and preſerve him- 
ſelf as open to the eyidence of truth and 
right, in caſes where his intereſts or paſ- 
ſions are concerned, as in thoſe wherein he 
bas no concern; and it is only in propor- 
tion to the vigour and ſucceſs of his en⸗ 
deavours to preſerve bimſelf in this im- 
partial ſtate of mind, that he approac ies 
to the ſtate of perfect, virtue and e 
neſs. 3 7 
3d. That i in all thoſe * e a per⸗ 
ſon $ intereſt or inclinations ſtand i in, com- 
petition with the practice of his duty. the 


juſt man N to put himſelf upon his 
Suard, 


guard, and. 8 of har alt, Without 
this, the ſelfiſhneſs and vanity. natural to 
the mind of man and the artifice of finful 
paſſions will undoubtedly deſtroy the up- 
 rightneſs af the heart, even when the man 
himſelf is not appriaed of it. In theſe 
cafes a man becomes à party in the cauſe 
which. is to be determined, by bim; 37 And 
every one knows hoy difficult it is t be a 
fair and equitable judge in ſuch à ſitua 
tion. He then ho would invariably 
preſerve the uprightneſs of his heart, maſt, 
in caſes. of this kind, act with a peculiar 
vigilance and caution. He muſt admit of 
mination. which is doubtful; and 
ſuſpicious, or the egyity of which he does 
not ſee, but by the help of ſome. labour 
explication or apology. The path of che 
juſt lies obyioully, and ſtrait before him, xe» 
quiring no ſubtilty 68. art in order to per- 
ceive it, or to, approve of it when it: is 
perceived; but the need of explication.and 
#pology 1 is the mark of falſehood and de- 
ceit. 


4 ceit. Thoſe — which proceed from 


the uprightneſs of the heart, are clear and 


ſtrong ; they give immediate ſatisfaQion; 


201 ſtand in no need of being juſtißed by 


any ſubſequent reflection. But thoſe de- 
ciſions, which proceed from the bias of a 
diſhoneſt heart, are accompanied with 
darkneſs, confuſion, and perplexity: they 
muſt be coloured and diſguiſed by ſome ſpe- 
cious apology, ere the confeiencs* can 
approve of them. There is, as the pro- 
phet hath expreſſed i it, * an high-way, Jet 
be called the way "of holineſs ; the tuayfa 
_ Hough fa, ſhall not err therein. 
Ith. That in all ſuch. e 
have been mentioned, the uprightnefs of the 
juſt man is in danger, principally from the 
better diſpoſitions of his heart; ſuch a8 
kind affection to his relatives and friends; 
attachment to the intereſt and honour of 
party, apprehended to be on the ſide of 
Tales * for what he takes | to de the. 


is 


ir . c © 
honour, 
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honour, or the cauſe of God. Theis, wind 
the like diſpoſitions, are uſually ſtrongeſt 
in perſons of the beſt diſpoſed natures. "By 
their virtuous appearance, they readily 
obtain the approbation of the conſcious 
mind; and, therefore, under their pro- 
tection and diſguiſe, and in order to com- 
ply with their demands, a departure from 
integrity more eaſily conceals itſelf, and 
aſſumes the form of innocence and juſtice. | 
The juſt man is not ſo much in danger 
from the coarſer appetites and inclinations 
of his nature, or the ſordid views of intereſt. 
He readily perceives, and is ſoon offended 
with their obvious oppoſition to the dictates 
of integrity. But the kind affections of 
his heart are of ſuch an amiable nature, 
and ſo intimately connected with the prin- 
ciples of virtue, that an honeſt- man, by 
their infinuating influence, is more eaſily 
ſeduced from his integrity. Thus the 
affectionate and tender parent, the gene- 
rous and faithful friend, the patriot, 
1 warmly 


of the | 


is more eaſily ſeduced — the path which 
is 8 with a view to gratify their 
dictates, and. demands. Here, | therefore, 


ſhould. the juſt man keep his heart with a 
peculiar care; for no intereſt, or attachment 
whatſoever, can juſtify a departure from 
the path, which is uprightneſe. Hence that 
fine. expoſtulation in the book of Job 
Hill you ſpeak wickedly for Ged, will-you 
tall deceitfully for him & will you accepi aan 
perfon ; will you contend for God? | 

th. That the ſecret artiſice 3 m- 
N nagement, by which a man impoſes on him- 
ſelf, when he departs from the path which 
is uprightneſs, after. it has been practiſed 


with ſu 


- become the natural temper of the ſoul,” and 
thus proceed without the ſwalleſt oppoſi- 


tion or remorſe. e 2 | 


5 


© Job xiii. 5. 


of 


warmly intereſted in che welfare of Im 
ountry; enticed. by. 0 amiable er- 


ucceſs, for à conſiderable time, will 
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of moral obligation, may, by long 20 
ance, become, at length, ſo feeble and 


inactive, as to give but little or no diſturb⸗ 
ance in the commiſſion of what i is wrong; 
ſo that thoſe diſhoneſt arts, by which their 
authority is oppoſed, may entire] y eſcape; 
the obſervation of the man himſelf, by 
whom they are employed : nay, he may: 
believe himſelf to be perfectly ſincere, at the: 
very time he is unhappily ſeduced and cor= 
rupted by their influence. Hence we ſee 
perſons living in the full perſuaſion of their: 
own integrity, and exclaiming zealouſly 
againſt the injuſtice, of the world, whilſt 
they themſelves. are notoriouſly chargeable 
with thoſe inſtances of guilt againſt which 
they have exclaimed. This ſpecies of ſelf-. 
deceit was remarkably exemplified in the 
behaviour of King David, in the matter of 
Uriah, and the judgment which he pto- 

nounced againſt it, when deſcribed 1 by the: 
| man Nathan . = 


| , * 
1 Jam, vi. 12. ADS.” | 
| | 6th, 


» e "The artifics by which "a man de 
| ties himſelf, when he departs from his 


uprightnefs, may be, and ſometimes is, 
employed againſt the whole ſcheme of mo- 


ral and religious obligation. This becomes 
the caſe, when men have totally abandoned | 


all regard for God, have totally filenced the 
| diQtates of their conſcience, and reſigned 
themſelves, without reftraint, to the in- 


fluence of their irregular and ſinful paſ- | 


ſions. With ſuch perſons it becomes the 


ſtudied labour of their lives, to deſtroy the 


evidence of erery moral atid religious t truth, 
or td render i it ſo uncertain and obſcure, as 
to leave no ſufficient tie upon their con 


ſcience. When men arrive at this degree 


of artifice, the uprightneſs of their cha- 
racter is totally deſtroyed. Tn the fiyle of 
ſacred ſcripture, * The light that is In them 

is darkneſs. + They have turned the truth Ua 


Grd 5 into a lie. They call evil good, and god i 


evil; put darkneſs fir light, and light for 


Mat. vi. 23. + Rom, 3 1. 25: 
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7 7th. by hat the - of p _ 
man will diſpoſe him. co. attend, not only 
to the whole extent and compaſs of his 
duty, as far as it is already known; but, 
withal, to every. mean which Providence 
affords him, either of enlarging his dife 
cernment « of his duty, or of ſtrengthe ning 
his attachment to it. 3 3 
F irſt, He will attend with candour to 
che whole extent and compaſs of his duty, 
as far as it is known; ; whether it may refer 
more immediately to God or man. The 
uprightneſs of his heart, which leads him 
to a dutiful and virtuous conduct towards 
men, will, with equal influence, lead him 
to adeyout and reſpectable conduct towards 
God. He will therefore exerciſe himſelf 
in this, To have always a conſcience void of 
offence. toward God, and toward men; and 
is reſolyed, that, for the neglect or viola- 


tion of his duty, in either of theſe reſpects, 
Os 1 5 his 
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his. heart ſhall not reproach him as bug ar 


ow live. 

From che lame principle of uptightneſs 
be will calmly and candidly attend to every 
thean, which Providence affords, of etifarg- 


ing his diſcernment of his duty, or of 


ſtrengrhening his attachment to it. He 
defdifes not propheſjings ; be protest all thing, 
ant holds fuſt that whith is good. This atten- 
tion is eſſential to the uprightneſs of the 
juſt. In conſequence of this, as ſoon as 
he perceives that God has fignified his will 


to men, by the Chriſtian revelation, he 


will take it into his ſerious confideration 
and regard, and draw from it all the eom- 


fort and affiſtance in the practice of his | 


duty, which it is deſigned and fitted t6 
afford. 


This part of the ju man's character was 


 temarkably exemplified in the conduct of 
Nathaniel, to whom our Saviour gave the 


1 denomination of an ali tao, 


® x Ther, v. 20, 55 


in 
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in whom there was nd " puile. © : How he mea 


rited the character, may be learned from 


what is related of him in the goſpel: Phi- 


lip, the friend and companion: of Natha- 


niel, had lately been convinced, that Jeſus 
was the Chriſt, and had openly declared 
himſelf one of his diſciples. Soon after, 


Philip meeting with Nathaniel, M8 0 


him, that he had found the Chriſt, Na- 
thaniel had imbibed the popular and com- 
mon prejudice, that out of Nazareth no 
great prophet ſhould ariſe. His anſwer, 
therefore, to Philip's informativn, was, 
Can' any good thing come out of Nazareth? 
To this Philip made the following reply; 


| Come and fee; i. e. inquire into the fact, 
and determine fairly for yourſelf, whatever 


may have been your former apprehenſion 
in this matter. On this reaſonable advice 
and direction from his friend, the good 


man, prompted by the native honeſty and 
nn of his heart, inſtantly nnen * 


3 


| John i i. 43. 8 
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quire into the truth of what had been re- 


ported by his friend: determined, that, in 

ſpite: af every prejudice, he will embrace 
the truth, and adhere ta every eonſequeno 
ta Which it may lead him in the future 
conduct of his lie. When Jeſus qbſerved 


him, coming to him with this .candpur 
and honeſty of heart, he gave him the ex- 


traordinary character of an Kuli inde 
i Whom there is no guili. 5 
8h. The laſt remark 1 fall offer on the 


nature of oprightneſe is, That it ſhould be 
founded on a ftrong conviction of its na- 
tive excellence and worth, independent of 


theſe motives to the practice of it, which 


are drawn. from its effects. This is a Cit» 
cumſtance eſſential to the candour and up- 


be eſtabliſhed in his breaſt, it will be diffi= 


cult, or impoſſible, for him ta proceed with 
ſtedfaſtneſs and uniformity in the pc 


W + # 4 


mm 
Along with him: to Jeſus, in order to in- 


rightneſs of the juſt, Till this conviction 


-” 2 an © & SS. 


The advantages, which ate ſuppoſed ts be 
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ſtrong ſedutements to which he is expoſed; = 


connected with the practiwe of uprightnels, 7 
will, in this ſtate of minds be eaſily ober- 
looked by a proſpect of the oppoſite advan- 
tages, which are offered, ot pleaded, as the 
reward of a departure from it; and in this 
perilous condition, the artifice of ſinful in- 
clinations will ee evade the —_ 


ties of truth and virtue. 


But when the juſt man is firuck with * 


love of virtue and uptighttiels, on the view 


of its own inherent excellence; when he 
adheres to the dletates of it, as the higheſt! 
happitieſs and hotiour of his life; and de- 
teſts every inftance of iniquity, 1 > 


| higheſt diſhondur and unhappinefs ; 
will immedlately, and eaſily, reſiſt Berl 


artifice, or temptation, by which it is 
oppoſed. This principle, withal, will give 
2 delicacy to the moral feelings of his 
heart, whereby he wilt eaſily a the 

8 ä firſt 


26 3 of that. inward. 8 
which darkens and perverts the conſciences 
of men; and will give a ſtr ed 
lution to reject them with e contem e ocerc) 
At the ſame time it ought to be a. 
Ss that in our preſent ſtate of imper- 
fection, in which. we are expoſed to ſo 
many temptations to depart from our inte 
grity, it is of the higheſt importance to 
preſerve a firm dependance upon God, 2s 
always intereſted in the happineſs of = a 
who: are upright; and, in conſequence of 
this, a firm perſuaſion, that the juſt man 
ſhall never be à loſer by his virtue and up- 
rightneſs in the whole of, his. iber; 3 


ne makes by his adherence to it, fhall *' 
abundantly. rewarded. by Him who eighth 
the path ef the Juſt. Hence, in order to 
ſupport the uͤprightneſs of the, juſt, the. 
moſt ample promiſes. are made in ſcripture, 
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